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TO 
AKDRB1F DjtLZSLf r.K.8.E. 

PROFESSOR or GRBEK IN THE UNIVERSITY OF 
\EJDINBQROK* 

Sir, 

X HE politenefs with which you un- 
I dertook to procure materials for the 
lives of Fajxoner and Russell, and 
< the punduality with which you have 
performed your promife, induce me 
to prefix your name to the following ju- 
venile performance. Though for a long 
feries of years your attention has been 
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ii DEDICATION. 

fteadily direfted towards the learning 
of ancient times, yet your unafFedlecL 
zeal on the prefcnt occafion fuflicient- 
ly demonftrates, Uiat you are not in- 
different with regard to the lives and 
writings of any of your countrymen 
who, in an ilnpropitious fituatioh, have 
manifelled a laudable ambition of li- 
terary diftindion. The defire of honeft 
fame is one of thofe amiable propenfi- 
ties of our nature which, wherever they 
may chance to difplay themfelves, muft. 
be contemplated with fentiments of ge- 
nuine plcafure. When this defire ac- 
tuates the man who enjoys all the ad- 
vantages which affluence is capable of 
bellowing, we cannot withhold the tri- 
bute of refpedi but when it ennobles 
the mind of him who has been nurfed 
in the lap of poverty and misfortune^ 
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DEDICATION. iii 

our refpCiS is neceflarily converted into 
admiration. We always refled with 
delight upon thofe naental energies 
which enable the individual to rife fu- 
perior to the circumflanccs of external 
fitwation. 

Of the mode in which I have dif- 
charged the duty of a literary biogra- 
pher» the candid and intelligent reader 
npmil be left to judge. To whatever 
verdiiSl: may be pronounced, I fhall en- 
deavour to fubmit without repining. 
In extenuation of the numerous fauhs 
which may perl>ap» be difeovered in 
the following pages, fuflfet me to a- 
vail myfelf of the apologetic obferva- 
tion of a philofophical poet whom you 
juftly regard with the higheft admira- 
tion : 
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iv dedication: 

MoLTata ^i{ei. 

EURIPIDIES. 

Whatever may be the reception of 
this little work, its publicatioa' will at 
leaft afiFord me one gratification ; as it 
prefents me with a proper opportunity 
of exprefTmg the high degree of refpedr 
which I entertain for your charader as 
a man and a fcholar. — ^I am, Sir, your 
moft obedient humble fervant, • 



David Irving. 



K. Jameis College^ Edinbur^y 
. Decern. 31. i^oo. 
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ERRATA. 

Pagei2, /£a^ 15. for heterogenous read beterogeneotu^ 

13. XI* for wbkb, read whom. 

xp. 10* for ix^rn read aHp«r«. 

^9, 7. iox fentiment rc^dkfintimetUs, 

44. 24. after ris/o infert a period. 

55. 17. for the iatter, Ttdid NemeJSan, . 

59* 19.' for talentSy read talent. . 

63. ult. in fome copies, fov/n/pe£i^itzd tofuffeit^ 

102. iS. ioi precedure xfdA procedure ^ 

up. 3. for/o, read/or« 
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THE 

LIFE 

OF 

ROBERT FERGUSSON. 

THE biography of literary men fometimcs con- 
fifts of a mere enumeration of fucceffivc mif- 
fortuncs occafioned by their own want of prudence 
and fobriety. Of the truth of this aifertion, the per- 
fonal hiftory of Ferguflbn affi)rds a freih and a me« 
lancholy illuftration. 

It is to be wiihed that his life had been delineated 
by fome one encjowed with more vigorous faculties 
than the prefent writer will be found to poflefs, and 
f urniihed with more ample information than his ut- 
moft exertions have enabled him to procure. An im« 
preilive account of the (hort and headlong career of 
A 
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a LIFE OF FERGUSSOK. 

this moft unfortunate poct> .might be rendered not 
only highly intcrcfting, but even of confiderable ad- 
vantage to fociety. Byprefeming to the eyes of in- 
experiencei a faithful pifture of the evils by which 
imprudent condufl: is ever accompanied, it might 
pofTibly excite in young and fufceptible minds, a 
fteady .averfion from thofe pra£tices which tended 
to involve Ferguffon in the deepeft calamities. For, 
as Ifocrates has juftly obferved, we are moft inclined 
to receive good counfel when we behold the mifery 
occafioned by the temerity of others. By witnefEng 
the affliftions of thofe that are pining in fickncfs, 
we are led to beftow unufual care upon the prefer- 
vation of our own health *. 

As little curiofity has hitherto been difcovercd 
with regard to his perfonal hiftory, the collefting of 
materials for tie following (ketch has been attended' 
with feme difficulty. In the performance of this 
tafk, I have been chiefly aided by the friendly exer- 
tions of Dr Robert Anderfon, a gentleman not 
more diftinguiflied for his ingenuity and learning, 
than for the amiable benevolence of his mind ; a 

• Ifocratis Orat, ad Demonic. § 58. 
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LIFE OF FERGUSSOK. 3 

gentleman to whom our national literature is mord 
indebted^ than to the coUeftivc body of Scotifh no- 
bility K 

Robert FergufTon was born at Edinburgh on the 
5th of September, 1750. His father, William Fer- 
guilbn, who in his youth had difcovered fome pro- 
penfity to the ftudy of poetry, maintained a refpe£l- 
able charader in the humble ftation in which he 
found himfelf placed. He ferved an apprenticelhip 
to a tradefman in Aberdeen, and about the year 
] 746 came to Edinburgh, in order to folicit employ- 
ment. Having been engaged as a clerk by fcveral 
'difierent mailers, and thefe too of various occupa- 
tions, he at length procured the office of an ac- 
countant in the Britiih Linen Hall, in which he 
continued till the time of his death. 

* Dr Anderion, who has already deferved €0 well from the 
republic of letters, is at prefent preparing for the prefs, an im- 
proved edition of his Ltvei of the Britijb PoetSt detached from 
the complete collc^ion of their refpe^iive works. In thia form, 
the book will contain many additional articles. The biography 
of Mafon, Jones, Warton, and Cowper, poets lately deceafed, 
will probably be included. When completed accordin^^ to \x\s 
preient views of the fubjedl, this work will prove a moll valuable 
accefllon to EnglKh literature. 

A2 
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4 UFC OF FERGUSSON. 

Toung Fcrguffon was of a conftitution fo ex- 
tremely delicate, that he was incapable of attending 
the fchool till after he had reached the fixth year of 
his age. He was then fent to a Mr Philps, who at 
that time re£ded in Blackfriars wynd ; and under 
his tuition was qualified for attending the high 
fchool in the fpace of little more than fix noonths. 
While he continued at this excellent feminary, the 
infirm date of his health prevented him from giving 
the proper attendance : yet by nUeans of his fuporior 
capacity, aided by a generous fpirit of emolatiop, be 
excelled moft of his companions. It was during 
thefe intervals in which the delicacy of bis frame 
confined him at home> that he firft dtfcov«ed a 
relifh for books* He gratified his tafte by the eag«r 
perufal of fuch works as change threw in im way-: 
and his interrogations concerning any fubjeaA which 
attraded his attention, often puzzled thofc much 
older than himfclf. 

Having continued four years at the grammar* 
fchool of Edinburgh^ he was next removed to that 
of Dundee, where he remained two years longer, 
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Lin OF VEKGUSSOK. 5 

In both thefe fcminaries he made a furprifing pro-i 
grefs. 

He was originally intended for the church : and 
his friends were fo fortunate as to procure him a 
burfary in the univerfity of St Andrew's ^ where 
he entered as a ftudent at the age of thirteen. Here 
he foon became diftinguifiied as a youth of fuperior 
genius, and rendered himfelf confpicuous as " a fel- 
low of infinite jeft, of mdft excellent fancy." His 
ingenuity recommended him to the favour of Dr 
Wilkie, who was then profeflTor of natural philofo- 
phy in that univerfity. It has been aflertedj that 
Wilkie frequently employed him to read his acade- 
mical prelections, when ficknefs or other cafual 
circumftances prevented him from performing 
that duty himfelf. Bat befbre this report can 
gain any credit, it muft be better authenticated. A 
boy of fixteen or feventeen years of age mounting 
the profefibrial roftrum, would afibrd an exhibition 
of a fingular kind. It is probable, too, that he was 
always much more diftinguifhed for his poetical ge- 
nius, than for his talents in inveftigating fubjeOs con- 
seded with natural pbilofophy. Certain it is, how- 

A3 
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6 UFE OF FEIIGU5S0K. 

ever, that Wilkie honoured htm with particular 
mark; of diftin£bion. Nor were thefe beftowed on 
I an ungrateful object : upon the death of his patron, 
which happened on the i#th of 0&ober« 17721 he 
offered a tribute of warm affedion to his memory.' 

Dr Wilkie was a man of vigorous faculties, and 
of much acquired knowledge : and if his poetical 
talents have failed to fecure him a f(did and exten* 
five reputation, this circumltance muft be attributed 
to his unfortunate choice of a fubjeA. By qlaOical 
fcholars the Epigpniad will always be perufed wi& 
no fmall degree of pleafure ;' though in die majority 
of readers it is certauily incapable of exciting much 
intereft. 

During his refidence at St Andrew's, Ferguflbn 
began to turn his attention to the ftudy of poetry, 
9nd wrote feveral copies of verfes, whi<^ attracted 
the particular notice of tbe profeflbrs, as well as that 
of his fellow.iludents. Here he alfo formed die 
plan of a tragedy on the ftory of Sir WiUiam Wal^ 
lace ; of which, when he had finiihed the two firft 
aiQsi he relinquiflied the de^gn, becaufc* as we are 
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LIFE OF FneussoK. 7 

told, he had feen aiiother dramatic poem on the fame 
£\xhjeet, and was apprehenfive left his fhould be re- 
garded as a mere copy *. This feems a very inade- 
quate reafon : authors who write on the fame fub- 
je£l: are not under the necei&ty of ftealing from each 
other. 

Whether any particular «ra of the life of this re- 
nowned warrior may afford matter for a regular tra- 
gedy> appears fomewhat doubtful. His life was 
glorious and eventful ; but it prefents few drama- 
tic incidents which could be rendered interefting by 
any writer whofe genius does not bear a refemblance 
to that of Shakefpeare. 

At fome time or other, Ferguffon feems to have 
had another theatrical fcheme floating in his mind. 
Two or three fpeeches in his own hand-writing are 
to be found on the blank leaves of Anderfon^s Defence 
of the Pre/byteriansy a book which was formerly in 
his pofleffion f . The following vcrfes are all that can 
be diftindily read : 

* Supplement to the Enc/c. Britan. 
t >!r Anderfon, whofe memory has been celebrated by the in- 
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Therefore *tis meet that Sifera be crown'd 
"With all the honour worthy of his fervicc^ 
And that this day for mirth be fet apart 
To celebrate the deeds,, and. valiant a^ 
Sifplay'd by him in War. 

Conqueft alone, my liege, repays oar toil; 
But fince it is your fovereign inclination 
This day to grace us with a pompous triumph, 
As fwift as thought my deeds (hall fly to fecve 
In all your after battles. 



Thcfe lines arc evidently puerile ; yet they may- 
be confidered as an ohjcGt of fome curiofity. 

Though he was never very remarkable for hx3 
application to ftudy, yet he performed^, with a fuC- 
ficient (hare of applaufe, the various exercifes which 
the rules of his college, prefcribed. The calm and 
even tenor, however, of an academic iife was but ill 
calculated to afford him much iatisfa£tion or enjoy- 
ment. His natural propenfity to mirth and gaiety 
often caufed him to relax in his exertions. He bore 
a principal part in a thoufand youthful frolics; many 
of which are dill remembered at St Andrew's. 

genioas and unfortunate Boyfe^ was the grand&ther of the Iste 
Jrofeflbr ^derfon of Glafgow. 
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What amufed bimfelf, tended to difturb the quiet 
of othexs. His mifdemeanours were either fo fre- 
quent, or of fuch a kind, th^t, after a refidencc of 
four years, fee expofed hin)felf to the difgrace of a 
formal expulfion from the univerfity. The eloquence 
of Dr Wilkie was powerfully exerted in his behalf^ 
but without producing the defired efFeft : the other 
members of the Senatus Mfidemkus were by no means 
difpofed to lii^en to his arguments ; »nd the impn;^- 
dent youth was accprdingly difniiiTed* 

His profped of entering into the church being 
thus clofed, he returned to £dinbttrfh. Hub is a 
circumftance which he was far from regretting* It 
may readily be conceived, that tahim the duties of a 
clergynian prefented few Rllur^ments. M^ indeed, 
to a man of delicate fenfibility, the fitiurionof a.|Mr-» 
Tochial minifter can never be fuppofed to open a 
very inviting profpeft : he is perpetually expofed to 
the anathemas of thofe who, on every occafion, Hand 
prepared to wreft the vindictive thunder from tl^ 
hands of Omnipotence, 

About two years before his Return from coUegei 
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lO LIFE OF TEROUSSOK. 

his father died, leaving his family in a (late of po- 
Ycrty anddejeftion. He now found himfelf with- 
out any prefent employment, and without any fixed 
refolution concerning his future purfuits i a fitua- 
tion dangerous beyond all others to a young maa 
of a fervid imagination. 

Some of his friends advifed him to devote himfeff 
to the ftudy of medicine 5 but he declined following 
this advice, becaufe, according to his own account^ 
he fancied himfelf afflided with every difeafe of 
which he read the defcription. A fimilar anecdote 
is related of John Bois, one of the tranflatots of the 
SiUe in the reign of King James VI. 

He had a maternal uncle living near Aberdeen, a 
Mr John Forbes, who was in pretty affluent circum- 
ftances. To him he paid a vifit, in hopes of procu* 
ring fome fuitable employment through his influence. 
Mr Forbes at firft treated him with civility j but, in- 
ftead of exerting himft^lf to promote his intereft, 
fuiFered him to remain fix months in his houfe, and 
afterwards difmifled him in a manner which refle£ls 
very little honour on his memory. His clothes were 
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1>e^nning to afiume a thiead-bare appearance ; and on 
this account, he was deemed an improper gueft for his 
uncle's houfe. Filled with indignation at the un- 
worthy treatment which he had receive<lj he retired 
to a little folitary inn that ftood at a fmall diftance } 
and having procured pen, ink, and paper, wrote a 
letter to his unfeeling relation, couched in terms of 
manly refentment. After his departure, Mr Forbes 
fcems to have relented : he difpatched a meflenger 
to him with a few {hillings to bear his expences on 
the road. This paltry prefent the lownefs of his 
funds compelled him to accept. He fet out for 
Edinburgh on foot, and with much difficulty reach- 
ed his mother's houfe. The fatigues of the journey, 
added to the depreilion of his mind, produced fuch 
an eflPed upon his delicate conftitution, that for feve- 
ral days he was afflided with a fevere illnefs. When 
he began to recover ftrength, he endeavoured to cott- 
fole his grief by compofing a poem on the Decay of 
Friend/bipy and another Jgainji Repining at Fortune* 

A fliort while after the above occurrence, he was 
employed in the commiflary-clerk's office \ but be« 
ing unable to fobmit to the tyranny of the deputy, 
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he foon relinqtafhed hte fimadon. Having again 
remained for a confiderable time without atty occu- 
pation, he was next rcccircd into the office of the 
flieri£F-derk. Here be continued dating the reft of 
his life. 

The report of his having attempted the ftudy of 
law, is devoid of all foundation. Between ftudy- 
iug law and tranfcribing law- papers, there is cer- 
tainly a very material diftinftion. And indeed' the 
degree of application neceflary for rendering a man 
eminent in this piofeffion, would have been fuf- , 
ficient to deter him from entering upon it, even 
though his fortune and connections in life had af- 
forded the nioft languinc hopes of fuccefs. Poetry 
and law are things too heterogenous in their natute 
often to unite in the fame individual. The eiample 
of Davies and Jones * has demonftrated, that fuch 

• Sir John Davies*s poem on the Original Nature and Jmrtit>nality 
ef the Soul is a work of lingular ingenuity. To render the irivefti. 
gation of an abftrad rulijed agreeable and interefting, is found to be 
a very difficult tafk, even when the writer employs the more dlf- 
fiif^ lang^&ge of profe : but this difficulty mud be greatly in- 
creafed when- he is fettered by the rules of verfe. Davies, hcw^- 
cver, has furmooutcd every obHacle. The acutenefs of his genius 
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a tinion is by no means impoflible : it muft however 
be allowed to be extremely rare. The acquired ha- 
bits peculiar to the lawyer and to the poet are ei!en- 
tially different. 

Tis a curious hO:, that feveral very eminent poets 

having enabled him to form juft and clear notions of the liibjeAs 
-Which fell under his review, he has not only treated them with 
-wonderful perfpicuity, but has even found means to embellifb 
them with many poetical ornaments. 

Sir William Jones is to be regarded as one of the compieteft 
fcholars which Britain has hitherto produced. His poems evince 
much vigour of imagination. 

Upon his having refolded 10 devote himfclf to the ftudy of law, 
he compofed the following valediAory addrefs to his Mufc*, which 
is to be found at the end of a volume containing his Poe/eos Jfia" 
tifa Cammentarii, and other learned treatifes. 

Vale, Camena, blanda cultrix ingeni, 
Virtutis altrix, mater eloquentix; 
Linquenda alumno eil lauros et chelys tuo. 
At, O Dearum dulcium dulciflima, 
Seu Suada mavis five Pitho dicier, 
A te receptus in tua vivam fide : 
Mihi fit, oro, non inutilis toga. 
Nee indiferta lingua, nee turprs manus ! 

Poetical refolutions are feldom kept: Jones afterwards rt* 
called the Mufe whom he had thus exprefled his determination to 
abandon. 

B 
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were originsiUy deftined for the bar, and ohstbsi^mg 
for a fliort tiooe futmutted to the jur^ax^torjr ftudjr* 
at length abandoned it in dUguft. AmfNi^ tfais 
number we find the illuftrious names -of Tufb^ A^ 
riofto, Petrarch, Comeille, and Rowe. 

By proper application to bufinds, he might now 
have been enabled to earn a comfortable fubfiftence, 
but <iuifort«iciately bcs oonfidered the dutica of his 
ofEce as only of inferior moment. He employed 
bunfelf •princqialiy either in die cukiTation of his 
poetical talents, or in the eager purfuit of every ob- 
jcSt which promifed to a£R)rd unprofitable amufe- 
ment. 

Long before he had reached the twentieth year 
of his age, many of his little pieces made their ap* 
pearance in Ruddtman's WtMy MagaaBute, a weli- 
condudied mifcellany, which was enriched with the 
vernal bloflbms of Anderfon, Giseme, BrtHst, and 
Macpherfon. To this publication he was a conftant 
contributor. The prqprietor occafionally allowed 
him Xome fiscumary compenfatiQai b«vt bfi sever 
wrote for any ftipulated reward. 
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Ta tvaee fabn t&rougb tbe whole of Kb poctkal pro- 
grefsy n^ouM be a tai: produdive of much troobk 
to the writer, and of fittle entertotninent to the lead* 
er. His poems are too numerous to admit of psrti- 
cular enumeration. 

Moft of the UbjeStB on wiiicb he wrote, were fiig* 
gefted by the occurrences of the day. 

Xffoa Sir Jofan ¥ieldaig*6 imerfercnce m order (o 
pro&iUtfhe performance of the S^ggat^s Opera^ he ad- 
ditefibd a &tirical epiftk to that a^ve magrftratr. 
In t&is mSbuect he ;f>pears to have tided ftom mif« 
takea inotket; the condod ofSirJdm iaendea- 
vourmg to prevent the pcmkiotts conleqaeBces whklk 
were frequently known to refuk from die reprcfent^. 
tioa of that drama, muft oertainly be regarded a« 
highly laudable. 

The panegyric on Gay contained in this (pifH^ 
will fcarccly be found authorifed by the untfbrai tci*^ 
nor of that poet's writings : the moral tendency o^ 
Ibme of his poems cannot be connnended. 

B 2 
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In order to ridicule the fefquipedalian ftyle which 
fometimcs occurs in the works of Dr Johnfon, he 
prefented him with Food for a New Edition of his Dic^ 
tionary* To our rifible faculty this poem addrefles it- 
felf with confiderable effeft : but it was ilot from the 
attack of fuch an adverfary that the reputation of that 
mighty genius could receive the (malleft diminution. 

In a poem entitled an Expedition to Ftfe, he happen- 
ed to caft fome refleftions on that diftrifl:, branding it 
as " the mod unhallowed 'midft the Scotian plains." 
This afpeifion drew a formal challenge from a Fife- 
fliire gentleman, who appears to have pofTefled in aa 
. eminent degree the true Scotifh fpirit of locality. In- 
ftead of accepting his antagpnift's invitation, he treat- 
ed it with that contempt which it fo juftly merited. 
To this tranfaftion he has alluded in the conclufion 
of his addrefs To the Principal and Profefforx of the 
Univerfity of St Andrew^ t ; a poem in which he 
again finds an opportunity of difcovering his anti- . 
pathy to Dr Johnfon. 

The public immediately began to perceive the 
real value of his produflions j and from the time of 
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their firft appearance m the Weekly Magazifte, he 
was regarded as a poet of no ordinary talents. A» 
the eharms of his fecial qtiafities were even fiipcrier to 
thofe of his poetry, it is not finprifing that (his 
coB»inny was eagerly folicited by people of every de- 
£cription. To the circles where gaiety and huxnonr 
pre^zlicdy his conrerfoion recommended itfelf by 
every piofible allurement ; and where a more grave 
deportment was ueceflary^ he could accommodate 
&is manners to thofe of the individaals with whom 
fie .was cafodiy aflbctated. Such qualities as thefe, 
without producing any beneficial efiefhi tended to 
cofinedi him with tfaocightlefs and unprincipled com- 
pantoRs, who graduaHy eondnS^d him through the 
various ftagea of vice and diffipation.. From the 
carefieo of the moment he could derive no folid ad- 
vantage. Thofe who hive ipent air eartatic evening 
in the company of feme man of inteileifiiualenrinencey 
are often very little felieitons with regard to the 
manner in which he difpofes of htmftif after the 
hour of feparatioR*. The objed ferwbrsh diey foS- 
cited his company being obtained, they iefdom exert 
themfelves in order to place him in a fituation ade- 
<¥«ite m his inerit> and congenial to hisr wiibes. 



y Google 



1 8 LIFE OF F£RGUSSOK. 

This ccnfure, however, muft not be received with* 
out limitation. Ferguflbn had contrafkcd an inti- 
macy with a gentleman of the name of Burnet, who 
afterwards fettled in the Eaft Indies. Mr Burnet 
was fo captivated with his ingenuity and amiable 
manners, that when he had arranged hb own affairs,. 
he refolved to provide for his lefe fortunate friend. 
In purfuance of this laudable defign, he fcnt him a 
cordial invitation to come over to India, and at the 
lame time remitted him a draught of one hundred 
pounds, for defraying the expences which he might 
incur in preparing for the voyage. But, alas ! this 
bounty arrived too bte ; for he had then paid the 
debt of nature. Yet although Mr Burnet*s benevo- 
lent intentions were thus fruftrated by the ftrokc of 
death, it may dill afford him a very pleating reflc£tion> 
that, of all thofe who were, acquainted with the me- 
rits of Ferguflbn, he was the only perfon that (Iretch* 
ed forth his hand in order to refcue him from the 
uncomfortable fituation in which he fpcnt the great- 
er part of his life. Such an a£kion refled^s honour 
on humanity. 

The latter part of his life was fpent in perpetual 
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diflipation. Though penury confined him within a 
narrower circle, yet his gaiety and licentioufnefs bore 
confiderable refemblance to that of Rochefter, Sed- 
ley, and other poets of the court of Charles 11. The 
unpleafant iituation to which he had reduced him- 
felf, prepared him for grafping at every'objefi which 
promifed a temporary alleviation of his cares. And 
as his funds were often in an exhaufled flatCi he at 
length had recourfe to mean and defpicable (hifts, in 
order to procure a little fenfual gratification. la 
proportion as our reliih for animal pleafure increafes^ 
our enjoyment of intelleftual pleafure is found to 
diminilh ', and when the former is purfued with a- 
vidity, its deluded votary foon ezpofes himfelf to 
contempt and mifery. 

Ailbciates poflefled of the fame taile for letters, 
and of the fame ruinous habits of intemperance, were 
not wanting*. Men of this feeming incongruity 

CsBSTis Tabula. 
One of . Ferguflbn's moft intimate friends was William Green* 
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ef chdT2i6ter luye alwajcs abounded in the ttorthertt 
as wett as in the fouthem metropolis. 

When he contemplated the high hopes from which 
he had fallen, his mind was xi&ted with bitter re^ 

lav I of whom- it may net here be improper t» give ibme ac- 
count. The follofwing anecdotes a{)peared in the Edinburgh Ma* 
gavdae and Review a few weeks after his death.. 

i " On June the twenty fixth died at Edinburgh, Mr William 
Greenlaw, preacher of the gofpel, in the fixty-third year of hi&. 
«fe. Thoqgh he fioHowed m* Ae profefiioii to^ which he was 
bred, he was deeply (killed in theology : the few difcourfes he 
compofed dtfocvered an aftiandance of matter that wooTd have 
ifsridad throogk cntiane vohmes of modern iermoos. His views 
adfo in aftroraony and all the branches of mathematics were pro* 
found- and uncommon, but he meant chiefly to diftinguiih him* 
felf by-his knowledge of the learned languages^ the ftndy of them 
was the great objeA of kis life, and the progrefs he made in 
them was proportioned'to his aciitenefsand afliduity. He taught- 
them priRrate^ in Bdinfaurgh above twenty yeavs f and there wit. 
fo little jealoufy in his nature, that he freely beftowed his k«0W* 
ledge on thofe teachers who wiflied to profit by his commtmiea- 
tionSk. What peoUtarfy difluigoifhed himv waeja flew of inoAai*. 
five humour, a gift rarely poOefled by the natives of Scotland. 
His heart was warm and open, his focial fptfit indMunded. 
Of money he profefied a contempt, and he refnfed a living, 
which his friends would have prefix upon him. With an. 
ambition to excel, he was yet carelefs of his reputation Con* 
fcious of his own merit, he allowed men to judge of him as th«y 
pteafed. His manners were fimple, his figure ungsunly. In a 
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morfe. But the lefolutions of amendment which 
he formed were always of ftiort duration. He was 
foon refubdued by the allurements of vice. At one 
time he evinced a determination to enter upon a 
Hiore fober and retired courfe of life, and, in confe*. 
quenceof this plan, took lodgings at a fmall diflance 
from town. Here, however, he continued for a very 
fliort feafon. 

From an epigram to be found among his pofthu* 
nrous pieces, it appears that he had conceived the 
deCgn of abandoning the fcene of his folliesi and 
trying his fortune at fea. But this fchcmc was alfo 
relinquiibed. 

Of a fpouting chib which had been inftituted in 
Edinburgh he became a diftinguiihed member. His 
talents for mimickry were unrivalled: the reputa- 
tion which he here acquired in exhibiting imitations 

licentious age he made a vow of chaftity, and, what is more fur- 
prifing, he kept it. The laft years of his life were rather iinfor- 
tuuate ; the condant ufe he had made of his faculties feems to have 
impaired them. But he had not the mifery to furvive their eAt 
tindion j deatii came to him when his friends wifhed for it." 
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of the moft eminent alters of the Edinburgh theatre^ 
infpired him with diftant thoughts of mounting the 
ftage. Thift ended like the rdl of his projefb : he ftilt 
found himfelf incapable of a£live exertion, and une' 
quial to the tafk oi emancipating himfelf from the 
dominaition of vicious habks«. 

His condu£t was very far from being prudent | 
yet it muft be remembered that man is in a great 
meafure the child of circumftanecs.. The natural 
bias of Ferguflba's otind prompted him ftrongly tO( 
the praAkc ot virtur \. but the force of furroundingf 
Icmptatiotts turned him afide to the paths of vice* 
To the eye of philanthropy his progrefs through life 
prefents a fucceflion of obje£is datk and gloomy^ 
He fcnmd bim&if on the vaft theatre of human Ufe^, 
without friends to ffadter him from the ftormsof 
adverfity, and with fcarce one ray of hope Co br^;hten 
his future profpe{!ls« 

Notwithftanding the miftrable ftatc of diffipation 
into which he had plunged himfelf, his poetical fl;u-. 
dies were never totally negleded. In 1773 he pu- 
bliibed a colle£tion of his poems, confiding of fuch 
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pieoes as had ajqpeaffcd in ^ Ruddiman's IfeeUj Ms* 
fpmzine^ with €he aditidon of a few others. 

.AuU Rfikie f»ade its an>cavanoe ia liie couiie of 
tbc £une year. It was inicribed to Sir WtDiam 
Forbes, in terms of fiificient modeftj and refpe£l : 
tet that worthy harooet feoDS to kawe de^^fed 



The -poor ovations of a minfirel*s praile. 

Pas* *. 



He was fomewhat otfended at the 12>erty which bad 
thus been afiiuned with regard to lis name. 

This ingenious poem it was his intention to ei>- 
tend at fome future period to a much greater lengthy 
bjit what was originally ofiered as a firft canto>b*o 
never recmed any important additions. 

In 1774 his friends prevailed upon him to cpm- 



-* Mr Park n the author of a fmall Tohxme of elegant and a. 
greieaUe poetiy, which, thQQS^ Uttle Imown in thUpartof :^ 
kingdom, has obtained a confiderable degree of popnlarit j in 
England. 
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pofe an elegiac poem on the death of Mr Cunning* 
ham, who ^s . a paftoral poet has obtained confider- 
able celebrity. It was publifhed for the benefit of 
the unfortunate author, ik4io was then verging to- 
wards that ftate of infanity in which he at length 
clofed his miferable exiftence ■*. As he was then 
incapable of fuperintending the prefs, fome of his 
friends kindly undertook that office. 

This was the laft of his produfiions.' His body 
being now emaciated with difeafe, and his mind to- 
tally unhinged,, his relations began to obferve in his 
behaviour Something of an infantine cad : he talked 
in an incoherent manner, and frequently manifefted 
^n entire vacillation of thought. 

Of perfons in his condition fome leading objeft 
generally engrofles the attention, to the almoft total 
excluOon of every other : the power of judgement 
is fupeifeded, and that of imagination ufurps its 
place. Religion prefented itfelf to Ferguffon ; and 
this he made the conftant theme of his difcourfe* 

* Aaderfon's Life of Cunningham. 
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Between bts cafe and that of CollifM» a» well as of 
Smarts a vcty evident diftm£Hon obtaim. He wste 
approaching towards the laft ftage of mania} where- 
as they were oidy vifited with « that depreffion <jf 
ihind which cnchaimr the faculties, without defttoy- 
ing them, and fearcs reafon the knowledge of right, 
without the power ef purfiiing k *." 

* Jcfanfim's UUf of CoUini. 

" Smart's melancholy fliewcd itfelf only in a prctcmatnrtJ 
excitement to prayer, which he held it as a duty not to controul or 
reprefs -, takinjg au pied de la lettre our bleiTed Saviour's injunAion 
to pray ivithout ceaftng. So that beginning bf regular addreffes at 
ftated timss-to the Almighty, he went on to call his friends from 
their dinners, or beds, or places of recreation, whenever that im- 
pulfe towards prayer preffed upon his mind. In every other 
tranfadtion of life no man's wits could be n^nre regular than 
thofe of Smart ; for thfs prevalence of one idea pertinaeiouilsr 
keeping the firft place in his head, had in no fenfe, except what 
immediately related to itfelf, perverted Itiff judgement at all j hk 
opinions w^re unchanged as before, nor did he feem mere likdf 
to fall into a fiate of diftraftion than an7 other man ; lefs fo p«r^ 
haps, as he calmed every ftart of violent pailion by pray«r.«-^-^ 
well remember how after the commiflion was put in force, poor 
fellow ! he got money from the keeper of the mad-houfe for teach« 
ing his little boys Latin,-*<i proof, at vulgar people would i|na« 
gine, that his intelleais were found; for mean obfervers fu]^& 
all madnefs^ to be phrettzy, and thiids a perfon infaoie in prq^« 
tion as he it wild, and difpoied to thmwthe things about s whei^ 
as experience ihows that fueh tempwary ftifpeiifiansof themeM^ 
C 
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Sudi of his manufcripts as were in his own po(- 
leiEon he coniitutted indifcriininately to the AameS} 
and was heard to declare that he felt fome confola- 
tion in never having pubHfl}ed any work hoftile to 
die interefts of religion. Thofe ftudies which had 
formerly been the folace of his cares were now utterly 
negleded : he laid every other book afide, and made 
the Bible his conftant companion ; a circumftance 
in which he refembled the ingenious though ill-fated 
Collins f. 

It is frequently alledged, that the religious deipon^- 
dency which at firft feized him, was unaccompanied 

faculties are of tener connected with delirium than with manias and, 
if not encouraged by dninkennefs, are feldom of long duration; 
whereas in notional and ideal madnefs, particularly the firft, 
many fymptems are only cunningly fupprefled, not cured ; coach- 
ed like a catarad in the eye, but not eradicated, and flill percep- 
tible enough to thofe who make fuch maladies their own parti- 
cular iludy." 

Piozzi's Britifli Synonomy, vol. ii. p. 3. 

^ t He had withdrawn from fiudy, and travelled with 00 other 
'book than an Englifh Teilament, fuch as children carry to the 
fchool ; when his friend took it into his hand, out of curiefity to 
fte what companion a man of letters had chofen^ '* I have but 
•ae book/' faid Collins, •< but it is the beft." 

Johnson's Life of Collins, 
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with any fymptoms of inationality. Of the impro- 
bability of this ztkniotii the following anecdote may 
be regarded as a ftriking proof. Mr Woods of the 
theatre royalj who had cultivated his acquaintance 
before it ceaied to be reputable, chanced to meet 
him one day paffing under the North Bridge in a 
difordered manner, and regardlels of every furround' 
ing obje£l. Upon his friend's accofting him, hp 
faid he had juft difcovercd one ef the reprobates 
who crucified our Saviour ; and that, in order to 
bring him to condign punifliment, he was making 
all poffible hafte to lodge the information with Lord 
Karnes. Such a notion could only have found a place 
in the brain of infanity. 

Having experienced a temporary relief from his 
dreadful malady, he again began to vifit his friends, 
but had one night the misfortune to fall from a (lair- 
cafe, and receive a violent contufion on the head. 
When carried home, he could give no account of 
the accident, and feemed altogether infeiiGble of hift 
own deplorable fituation. He at length became fo 
•utrageous, that it was not without fome difficulty 
Ca . 
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tlat die united force of feveral aien could reftraia 
his violence. 

As his affli£bcd mother was not in a conditioa 
to connnand the proper attendance in her own 
hottfe^ ihe was under the neceifity of itcsoving him 
to the public afylum. A £ew of his moft inti« 
mate friends having watched a proper oppottonity, 
fbond means to convey him thkher^ by decoyii^ 
him into a chair^ as if he had been about to 
pay fome evening vifit. When they reached the 
place of their deftinataon, all was wrapt in profound 
fiknce« The poor youth entiered the 4S£ansA man- 
fion. He caft his eyes wildly around, and began M 
perceive his real fituation. The difcovery awaked 
every feeling of his foul. He raifed a hideous fhout, 
. which being returned by the wretched inhabitants 
of every cell, echoed along the vaulted roofs, and 
' produced in the minds of his eompanions fentiments 
of unfpeakable horror. They ftood aghaft at the 
«dKadf ul fcene ; the impreffion which it made, was 
too deep for time ever to efiace. 

When he was afterwards vifitcd by his mother 
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and elder (ifter, his phrenfy bad almoft entirely fab* 
£ded. . He had at firft imagined himfelf a king or 
feme other great perfonage, and had adorned his 
head with a crown of draw. Tlie delufion, how« 
ever, was now vanifhed. Upon their entrance, they 
found him lying in his eel], to appearance calm and 
coIle£ted. He told them he was fenlible of their 
Idndnefs, and. hoped he fhould foon be in a condition 
to receive their vifits. He alfo recalled to their me- 
mory the prefentimeut which he had fo often ex- 
prefled of his being at length overwhelmed by this 
moft dreadful of all calamities ; but endeavoured to 
comfcfrt them with affurances of his being humanely 
treated in the afylum. He entreated his fifter to 
bring her work along with her, and frequently fit by 
him, in order to difpel the gloom which overcaft his 
mind^ To all this they could only anfwer with their . 
Cghs and tears. 

From the tenor of his behaviour upon llils occafion^, , 
liis mother was led to entertain hopes of his fpeedy 
recovery. A remittance from her fon Henry having 
now rendered her more eafy in her circumftance% 
ihe determined to remove him to her own houfe, 

C3 • 
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and immcdiatdy began to make the proper arrange- 
meats for his reception. But, alasf tbefe hopes 
were only delufive. Within the fpace of a few days 
a meifenger announced the melancholy tidings that her 
beloved fon had breathed his laft. The violent exer- 
tions of his mind had gradually mined the animal 
fyftemj and at length he was fo much exhaufted, that 
he expired without a groan. He died on the i6th 
of Oftober, 17741 after having continued about two 
months in bedlam. Such was the life> and fuch the 
lamentable death, of Robert Ferguflbn^ a youth 
whom nature had rendered capable of nobler exer- 
tion J a youth whofe misfortunes cannot fail to com- 
mand our pity, though his mifcondufi'may expofe 
him to our ccnfure. 

His remains were decently interred in the Canon- 
gate church-yard ; and for a confiderable time there 
was no (lone to mark the place of Ijis duft. In a 
late publication it has been erroneoufly aflerted, that 
•• his friends erefted a monument to his memory, 
which has iince been removed to make way for a 
larger and more elegant monument by his enthu. 
Caftic admirer the late poet Bums " His friends 
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were kk no condition to rear fepuichral fabrics^ 
and this larger and mon elegant monument is aljtioft at 
plain a ftone as ever graced a country chuTcb^yanL 
Yet the eredion even of this frail memorial rcfle^ir 
the higheft honour on the fympatbetic feetings o£ 
Burns *. 

Upon one (ide of the ftone he caufed the Al- 
lowing epitaph of his own compofition to be engr»» 
¥Cn: 

No fciilptar*d marble here, nor poropous Uy ! 

No fioried urn, nor animated boil! 
This finipk ftone direSft pak 3cotia*s waj. 

To poar her forrows o'er her poet's duft. . 

^Tbe other fid« bears this tnicriptioa : 

Bf fpecial grant of 4ie Managers- 

To RoBBBT 1I0ANS, who e»acd this ftflnc* 

This burial place is ever to remain &«red to tfie menifry cJ 

ROBERT FERaUSSON. 

• In reintin^ the incidents pi aur poet's life in Edinburgh, wt 
OQght to have mentioned the fentiments of refped and fympathy 
with which he traced out the grave of his predeceflbr Ferguflbn^ 
overwh«fe aOies in the Canongatechuroh.) ard be obtained kzve 
to trt& an humble monument, which will be viewed by refledin^ 
n^nds with no common ktereft, and whidi wiU awake in thtt 
Mm of kvadrt^ geaite mMiy a high emottDn. 

Cvaaia's Life of Buraa. 
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His death was not unlamented by his poetical 
contemporaries : various elegiac compofitions made 
their appearance on the occaiioil. One of thefcj. 
written by Mr Tait». author of the Cave of Morar^ 
is conunonly appended to his works. 

Nor had his merit been overlooked during his life« 
Two panegyrical epiftles addreffed to him,. were pw- 
blifhed in the Weelly Magazine ; one of which, to* 
gather with the anfwer to it, is alfo to be found among, 
his poems. 

Of his poetical works many editions have appear- 
ed fince his death : no fewer than three were lately 
publiihed in the courfc of about twelve month9. 
But the talk, of editing them in a proper manner is 
yet to perform. Bums has received due honours 
from Dr Curric, Ramfay from Mr Chalmers and 
his co-adjutor ; and an edition of Rofs may foon be 
cxpefted froma gentleman of profound erudition. 
When fuch a tafte for Scotifli literature prevails, 
it is to be hoped that Ferguflbn will fpeedily appear 
in a more refpedable foim. His poems have always 
been carelefsly arranged, and, for the moft part| 
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I>liii^4 in a meap and florealy nuaaer. A few c«- 
pbaatory and ^Q^^cafbical notes aic alio wanting. 

With regard lo Fergullbn*! perfon^ he was of dM 
middk ftature^ and of a fonewfaat (lender form. 
BucQumcanance, which ia other refpefts had a flight 
tpidency towards eflemiuacj, wfl«. rendered highly 
animated by the exprei&on of his large black eyes. 
In fais addreis he was genteel, and free from afieAa- 
tioa. 

from tbe ponmt generaVf Rfixed t0 his w«rks> 
^ reader can derive no idea of his extemul appear* 
^aoe ; k is eatirdy foppofititjotts. The pi£^are <tf 
hiaafelf which he nAcntions in his CoJicH cannot now 
befoand* 

Of his general chara^er it will here be annecef- 
fary to enter into any formal difcpi&on. The fum 
(^ what cao now be known reipe^ng his conduA 
through hkp has thready been hdd before the reader. 

^ He has thus been charafterifed by one of the cor- 
refpondents of Burns: « While I recoiled with plca- 
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fiiTC hi« extraordinary talents and many amiable 
qualities, it aiFords me the greateft confolation, that 
I am honoured with the correfpondence of his fuc- 
ceflbr in national fimplicity and genius. That Mr 
Burns has refined in the art of poetry, muft readily 
be admitted ; but notwithftanding many favourable 
reprefentations, I am yet to learn that he inherits his 
eonvivial powers. 

*< There was fuch a richnefs of conv€rfation, fuch 
a plenitude of fancy and attrai^ion in him, that when 
I call the hiappy period of our intercourfe to my 
memory, I feel myfelf in a date of delirium. I was 
then younger than him by eight or ten years, but 
his manner was fo felicitous, that he enraptured 
every perfon around him, and infufed into die hearts 
of the young and old, the fpirit and animation which 
operated on his own mind *." 

Gentlenefs and humanity of difpofition he pofiefs^ 
ed in an eminent degree. The tmpulfe of benero* 
fence frequently prompted him to beftow his ]gft 

. » Corrle's Bams, vgl. ii. p. 253, 
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farthing on thofe who folicited his charity. His 
furviving relations letain a plea&ng remembrance of 
his dutiful behaviour towards his parents ; and the 
tender regard with which his memory is ftill chcs 
rifhed by his numerous acquaintance fully demon« 
jlrates his value as a friend. Till his diiBpated man- 
ner of life had in a great meafure eradicated all fenjfe 
of delicacy or propriety, he always ihowed htmielf 
.pofieft of a manly fpirit of independence. Let it 
be recorded to his honour, that he never difgraced 
his Mufe with the fervile ftrain of panegyric : 
he flattered no illiterate peer, nor facrificed his fin- 
cerity in order to advance his intereft. 

It cannot, however, be concealed that his virtues 
were tainted with glaring imperfedions. He was 
an utter ftranger to temperance and fobriety, with- 
out which no charader can be propofed as an ex- 
ample worthy of imiution. Tet over his frailties . 
kt humanity drop a tear : let his virtues only be 
remembered, and his vices permitted to fink into ob* 
livlon. He on whom has devolved the talk of re- 
lating his melancholy fate, has not fought to exhi- 
bit him as the vi^im of imprudence, from an unge- 
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serous defire of exulting orer hit imtaaely gm^ve, 
but from a real folkkude that early genius and worth 
may avoid the paths which lead tot mevkaUe deftmo 
don. 

He had two fifters, Bavbasa and Margaret, both 
of whom are ftsU Icnng in. £diid»isrgh. The fbrmer 
is maxried to Mr btrerarityy cabkiet-msdeec. Canal 
Street, the latter to Mr Dirral), a purfer in the royal 
ii»fy. His eidttrbvotho-, Henry, a man of fome learn- 
ing and ingenuity, has already been menticned* He 
is the author of a treatife on the aift of fencing ; a fub- 
je£^ of which he.poffi(iicd much pf adical knowledge. 
Of the time and manner of his death his relations are 
entirely ignorant. He had been bound an apprentice 
to a tradesman in Edinburgh, but being led aftray^ by 
vicious company, was under the neceffity of eatersng 
on board a man of war. In one of his letters to his 
brother we find the following admonitions t ** if 
- you. want either to fuccead or gain efteem, be very 
careful of what company you keep* This advke I 
hope you will take, as it oomes from one who has 
loA himfelf merely through inattention in that re- 
fpefk.— Ihope you will make it your partieidar care 
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care to ftudy fuch branches of education as may 
prove moft conducive to your happinefs ; and appear 
at leaft once every funday in church." 



The learning and genius of Ferguflbn form the 
next fubjedl of inquiry. 

His mode of life was unfavourable to the 
acquifition of general literature. He was wont 
to exprefs the moft fovereign contempt for the 
fpeculations of logic, metaphyfics, and mathe* 
matics ; a ftrong prefumption that he was but 
flightly acquainted with them. Poets -feldom pof- 
fcfs any relifli for the abftraft fcienccs. They de- 
light to expatiate in the boundlefs regions of fi^OD^ 
not to contemplate objects of pure intelledion: Gray» 
who is regarded as a man of very extenfive leanung, 
was almoft entirely ignorant of pure mathematics^ 
and.the ftudies dependent on that fcience *• 

• Mafon*s Life of Gray, fc^ v. 

D 
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In andcnt literature w^ cannot reafonably (tip- 
pofe him to have been very deeply fkilled ; thou^ 
it i8 fufficicntly evident that he was no ftranger to 
the beauties of Latin poetry. 

The writings of feveral claflical Englifh poets he 
appears to hare ftudied with a fufficient degree of 
attention. But, as Mr Pinkertonhas juftly obferved, 
bis acquaintance with Scotifh poetry was by no 
flieans extenfive ^. 

the defieiences of art were amply fiippBed by the 
bounty of nature : he inherited the fenfibility and 
fancy of a poet. His works, however, are of very 
unequal merit ; fome of them excellent, fome even 
below mediocrity. It is in the compofition of his 
Scotifh poems that we muft expeft to find his cflbits 
moft fuccefsful. To fuch of his pieces as are writ- 
tea in finglifh very little praife is due. tn fome of 
them indeed it is eafy to difcover maris of genius ; 
but the greater part appear defident in every qua- 
lity which tends to intereft and captivate the mind. 

• Pinkerton's Lift of the ScotUh Poets. 
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They axe neither diftingmflied by or^inalky ot 
thought, nor by fuperior harmony of verfification. 

Towards pailorad poetry he dlfcoveis the ufual 
jpartiality of a juvenile writer | but his attempts in 
this department are far from being fuccefsful. Of 
his eclogues the numbers are fufficiendy {mootk, but 
the fentizzient trite and common. Many paflagef 
are tautological and childifli ; and, in general^ the 
reader meets with nothing that delights his fancy or 
interefts his {belings. 

There is fomething in the nature of paftoral 
poetry which feems in a gr^t meafore to preclude 
ail hopes of fucceeding in diat j^cies of compofif- 
tion. The life of a ihepherd admits of Co little va- 
riety, and has fo fref aen|ly affi»ded materials to At& 
poets of every nation, that the fubje& is now found 
to be completely exhauft^. Whenever a (hqpherd 
is introduced in a modern eclogue, we anticipate the 
tiain of his dtfcourfc, as loon as we are acquainted 
with his particular fituation. Nothing can be more 
monotonous and infipid than the generality of fuch 

prodtt^itions. 

Da 
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Some poets, aware of thefe circumftances, have 
introduced an entire change of perfons and of fcene- 
ry, and confequently have originated a new fpecies 
of poetry. From their eclogues fliepherds are ut- 
terly excluded, and fifherman are admitted in order 
to fupply their place. The pifcatory eclogues of 
Sannazarius, Parthenius, and P. Fletcher, are fufli- 
ciently known to the general reader. Sannazarius 
was the firft author who compofed a feries of poems 
on this model ; though the original notion fcems to 
have been borrowed from the twenty-firft idyl of 
Theocritus. 

Of the Expediticn to Fife^ the Ei>yile to a Frieniy 

?and his other poems of the fame clafs, nothing very 

•favourable can be faid. The application of blank 

verfe to trivial or ludicrous fubje£^s has feldom been 

•found to fucceed. The Splendid Shilling of Philips 

is almoft the only work of this defcription that can 

afford pleafure in the perufal. Betides the impor- 

;tant advantage of an original deiign, it pofiefles a 

:»kind of quaint dignity peculiar to itfelf. 

Philips was the model which he propofed to imi- 
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tate; but his verfification bears a ftronger fefeoH 
blancc to that of Trapp or Rofcommon *. Th< ca- 
dence of his verfes is commonly the fame widi that 
of the rhyming couplet. This obfetfation will he 
verified by the following lines :^ 



JFtom noifyboAie, fron contention frtf. 
Far from the bufy town I carelefs loll, 
JCot like fwain Tityrus or the bards of old, 
Und^r a4)e6chen venerable ibftde. 
But on a furzy heath where blooming broom 
And thorny whms the fpacious plains adorn*. 
Here b«fthk fits fmUins; (» ny yoothiol biwt. 
For ere the fun, Sic 



Nothing can be more fatiguing to the ear than- 

• Trapp's Tranfiation of Virgil ;.Rorooittmoii*s.Tran(!atioa of 
Horace's Art ^ Poetry, 

The latter of thefe work's^ has been highly commended by z 
late writer. ** His eflay on tranflated verfe, (fayshe}» and his 
tranilation of Horace's Art -of Poetry, have much merit." 

Wai^ols's Bf)y»l and Nobis Authors^ voL ii. p. a49« 

Tt will perhaps l)e difficult te difcover wHerein the merit of diis ' 
tr^nilation coafifis : to the majority of readers it 9|ipsarf naoft frigi4 
and unppetical Though the nobk critic pretends to great deliBoqr 
yd taiie, his decifions in gi^ions of literature are eomaienljr 
pronounced at random. For the repittation which \ua Kidmrt»^ 

D3 
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fuch verfes as thefe : the ftrufHure of the firft oi 
every two lines naturally induces us to expe£b a cor*' 
ifefpondent rhyme at the clofc of the next j but aa 
this expodation is always difappointed^ we are filled 
with languor and difguft. 

His Fer/es 'written at the Hermitage of Braid have 
been pronounced " inferior in beautiful defcription, 
and elegant verfification, to none in any language." 
This hyperbolical praife, however, muft not be re- 
ceived without certain Hmitations. They aic not 
devoid of poetical merit, but will fcarcely be found- 
entitled to unqualified commendation. 

His- i.afi Will and tl^e Codicil may be ranked a- 
mong the beft of his Englifli poems. Though very- 
far from being correcl,. they are fprightly and hu- 

attachcd itfelf to his name, he is in a great mcafure indebted tb 
his elevated rank in fociety : but nowthat he fleeps in the peace- 
ful vault of his anceftors, his produAions will be weighed in a 
jufter balance, ^'he frivolous and unfeeling Earl of Or ford is 
juow a plebeian in the repnWic<tf letters. After his flimfy writings 
have- long been copfigned to the (helf of oblivion, his nngenetous 
treatment of Chatterton will Hand recorded in the page of bio- 
graphy. • • 

r (I 
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morous. Like Butler and Swift, he has frequently 
introduced double rhymes \ which commonly pleafi: 
from their being unexpe£led. 

The Epilogue Jpoken by Mr Wilfon likewife rifea 
above mediocrity. The aifumed chara£^er of an jB- 
dinburgh Buck is very happily fupported. In fuch lu-*. 
dicrous produ£bions, however, every attempt to fport 
with ferious and awful ideas, ought feduloufly to ba 
avoided* 

Now had they borrowed Argus* eyes ^ho faw us s 
All was made dark and defolate as chaos : 
Lamps tumbled after lamps, and loft their luftres. 
Like doom/day i nvben the fiars Jhall fall in clujlers* 

This pajQTage is highly rcppchenfible. 

In defcribing the horror, the filence, and the &• 
Icmnity of night, fcveral poets have vied with each 
other *. The Night-piece of Ferguflbn, which has 

• ApoUcmii Argonaut, lib iii, v. 744; Virgilii JCneid. lib, iv. 
V. 522 ; Dryden's Indian Emperor, aA iii. fc. ii ; Lee*9 Theodd* 
■jKos, ad V. fc. ii. 

Of thefe well-kttofwn pailitges the three laft probably derive 
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never been inferted among hx$ works, is a poem o£ 
fome merit : 



Now murkY <liades lurroond Ihe pole;. 
Darknefs lords without controul^ 
To the notes of buzzing, owl, 
Lions roar, and tygers howl, 
Fright'nitig from their azure ibrine» 
Stars that wont in orbs to fliine. 
Now the failor'8 ilonn«toit bark 
Knows no bled celeilial mark ; 
. While in the brinj troubI*d deep. 
Dolphins change their fport for fleep; 
Ghofts and frightful fpe^^s gaunt 
Church-yards, dreary footfteps haunt. 
And broih with witkerM arms the dews- 
That fail tipon the drooping yews* 

bi poems profeflfedly Englifh^ he very frequentlf 
adopts phrafes peculiar to the Scodfli ixakSt i an' 

dieir origin from the firft. Totfae fame foivce we may trace the, 
irilDwing 4e(cription : 

Adipice, cunda filent ; orcas et roaximji cete 

Somniis habet ; tacits recubant per littora phocv^ 

Non Zephyri ftrepit aura ; fopor fuper humida mulcet 

JEquoraj. fopito ^nniveot fidera c«Io 

ScJus ego, hei mifero! dum tri&i peaor« qiMBftiia 

Node itero, fomnumtota de mente fugavi, 

Hcc tamea uUa mc» tangit te cura falutis. 
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error into which more coneSt writers have occa- 
fionally been betrayed. It is extremely diflScult for 
a native of this part of the ifland to exclude Scoti- 
cifms entirely from his compofitions* 

From the preceding remarks it will appear that 
Ferguffi>n is fcarcely entitled to the rank of a claffi* 
cal Englifli poet. Whether a continued effort might 
have rendered him worthy of this diftinfliony it is 
unneceflary to inquire. That which is performed, 
prefents itfelf to general obfervation ^ what might 
have been performed, is involved in much obfcurity. 

In the mofl infipid of his produdions, paiTages of 
evident beauty will be difcovered. Thus, in the 
poem ^gainft Repining at Fortune^ the following 
(lanzas appear like a folitary rofe in the middle of a 
defolated garden : 

Can he who with the tide of fortune fails, 
More pleafures from the fweets of nature (hare ? 

Do Zephyrs waft him more ambrofial gales, 
Or do his groves a gayer liv'ry wear ? 

To me the heav'ns unveil as pure a Acy ; 

To me the flow'rs as rich a bloom difclcfe ; 
The morning beams asradiant to my eye, 

And darknefs guides me to as fweet repofe. 
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But hit reput»]ion refU almcft folely upon Ac 
oierlt of ht« Scoctfii compoiitbns* He ts to be nnk* 
cd, not with Peniiecuik and other writers of the fame 
clafs^ but with Ramfay, Rofsi Burna^ and Macneill. 
/Though his mind was lefs compreheniive than that 
of Burns, and though he is in fome meafure a 
ftranger to the delicacy and fenfibility which cha* 
ra£lerife the beautiful produ&ions of Macneill^ yet 
in all the e0endal qualities which conftitote a poet, 
he is equal if not fuperior to Ramfay and Rofe. 

The popularity of his ftcotifli poenw is a ftrosg 
proof of their intrinfic merit. In that part of the 
iQand where their beauties can be' properly voder- 
Hood and relifhed, few produflions of a fimiiar de» 
fcription have been io univerfally admired. They 
are read by people of every denomination; and 
their native charms are fuch, that they cannot be 
read without delight. They exhibit a fprightfulnefs 
of thought and facility of expreffion which has fel- 
dom or never been furpaffed. The vcrfification is 
fo eafy and natural, that it feems to flow fponta- 
neoufly, and without any kind of effort in the poet. 
It is always fmooth, and on fome occafions highly 
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meiodioos. In Hofne Cofaenty in pardcohr, the Ga« 
dence of the verfe cannot fail to delight the ear* 
Though his fabjedb are freqoently trivial, yet he 
never becomes flat or infipid : every tbhig that Of> 
curs is livdy and entenahiitig. To thofe wbd af- 
firm that fait femiments ai^ ieldoxn natural, die term 
ftature certa^ly cannot be iWppofed to convey the 
faoaie figixification as it does to the reft of msuikifid *. 
If nature prefide not here, where fiiaB ihe be 
found ? 

The language of thofe modern Scoti& poets 

• Nature is a term which, by philofophers as well as by critics, 
has perhaps been ttibd in a more vague mantier than any tth«f . 
I ihall produce a folitary inftanct : *« Cumqoe homim five natar» 
five qais deus nihil menie przftabilius dedifTet, huic divino mu- 
neri ac dono nihil cffc tarn inimicom, quam volnptatem.* 

Cicaao. de Senedute. 

Hers th« word naturt can only figtiify the fiieed and etiimal 
laws of the oniverfc as they aA in a fubordination to the Deity « 
though a diilin&ion is apparently made between nature and his fl^ 
ffKotf. Its thU extended &n&, nafvr* ii in ftid tlk« contintied 
agency of God upon the works of creation. 

In the various writitvgs of HoUmS this wtn-d is often applied 
in the fame vague and indefinite manner. When an author 
MvHhes to tmfbld an abfbrd fyftem, nothing can be more conre* 
nient than fuch inoorreft phrafeology* 
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whom we regard as claffical, is effentially dificrcnt-. 
In this they have been chiefly regulated by local fi- 
tuation. That of Macneill and Bums makes the 
ncareft approach towards the purity of Englifli; 
from which that of Rofs is fartheft removed. The 
poems of the latter, as well as thofe of the ingenious 
R. Forbes, are compofed in the provincial tongue of 
Buchan j which is to be confidered as the Scoto-Pi&ifh 
dialed interfpcrfcd with a certain number of Englifli 
words. 

In the Scotifli pieces of Ferguflbn the diale£l pe- 
culiar to the inhabitants of Edinburgh and its im- 
mediate environs chiefly prevails. {lis phrafeology 
difers from that of Ramfay, who intermingles the 
idiom of the metropolis and of his native province. 

Of his fetious compofitions feveral poflefs diftin- 
guifhed merit. The odes, addrefled to the bee, and 
to the gowd/pinht are no contemptible ipecimens of 
Scotifli lyric poetry. They contain a due mixture 
of pi£turefque defcription and well-turned moral re- 
fledlon ; and the verCfication often poflefles much 
fuavity. 



y Google 



LIFE OF F£RGUSSOK. 49 

The Elegy on the Death of Scots Muftc will afford 
mod pleafure upon a flight perufal. On fuch a fub- 
jcd a more poetical cffufion might rcafonably have 
been expected. In a manner fomewixAt firi.ilar to 
Lovibond in his Tears of Old May-Dayy he intro- 
duces an imaginary perfonage, and bewails her hap- 
lefs fate. Hie perfonification, howeyeiy is not 
ftri£Hy prefcrved. 



O Scotland ! that could ance afford 
To baqg the p&th o' Roman fword, 
Winna your fons, vrV joint accord. 

To battle fpced, 
And fight till Mafic be reftor'd, 

"Wliilk now lies dead ? 



In the fifth of thefc verfes mufic is to be regarded 
as an art, and in the lad as a nymph or goddefs. 

The Farmer^ s Ingle is, according to a very judicious 
critic, the bed of his produf^ions. Of its manifeft 
beauties Burns feems to have been fully aware ; as 
It undoubtedly fuggefted to him the fubjefb of his 
Cotter's Saturday Night, Each of thefe poems claims 
our decided approbation. The merit of an original 
E 
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defign refts with FergufTon ; but the praife of exci- 
ting the higheft degree of intereft is due to Burns. 
The charaders of the perfons whom he introduces 
are more ftrongly markedj and his incidents are more 
varied and ftrikiug. 

The principal charm of thefe rural poems arifes 
from the Ikilful manner in which idcidentSj in them- 
felves fimple or perhaps trivial, are prefented to the 
mind. They ofier to our contemplation a pleafing 
pidure of innocence and induftry $ qualities which 
we cannot fail to approve in others^ even though we 
do not chance to poiTefs them ourfelves. However 
vicious and depraved a man may be, he generally 
retains fome reliih for artlefs firaplicity, whether he 
trace it in real life, or only in the defcriptions of the 
the poets. To this propenfity of our nature, fuch 
poems as that which we have been examining ad- 
drcfs thcmfelves in a very forcible manner, 

Fcrguflbn, like the generality of Scotiflimcn, felt 
an enthufiaftic love of his country. In the Farmer^! 
Ingle he feizes an opportunity of exprefling his pa- 
triotic fentiments : 
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On iicken food has mony a doughty deed 

By Caledonia's anceftors been done ; 
By this did mony a wight fa' weirlikc bleed 

In brulzies frae the dawn to fet o' fun ; 
' fwas this that brac'd their gardies, ftiff an' ftrang. 

That bent the deadly yew in ancient days, 
Laid Denmark's daring Tons in yird alang* 

Gard ScottiHi thriitles bang the Roman bays : 

For near our creils their heads they doughtna raiie. 



Hatttnv Fair is a humourous poem of very con- 
fiderable mcTit. It difplays in a happy manner the 
fcenes of noify and riotous mirth in which a relaxa- 
tion from labour is fo apt to engage the lower ranks 
of fociety. <The juftnefs of the obfervation conveyed 
in the concluding ftanza the poet had, it may be. 
prefumedi frequent occafion to experience : 

A wee foup drink does unco weel 

To had the heart aboon ; 
It*s gude as lang's a canny chiel 

Can ftand fteeve in his flioon : 
But gin a birky's owr weel faird, 

It gars him aften hammer 
To pleys that bring him to the guard. 

An* eke the council- chaumer, 

Wi* fhame that day. 

His rooted antipathy to the city-guard inclines 
Ez 
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US to fufpeft that be frequently expofed himfelf to 
their vengeance. 

His poem entitled Leith Races is of the fame clafs, 
but of fuperior ingenuity. The initial ftanzas are 
pidurefque and beautiful. He commences in the 
following manner: 



In July month, ae bonny niom» 

Whan Nature^s rokelay green 
Wat fpread o'er ilka rigg o* com 

To charm our roving e'en ; 
Glourihg about I faw a quean, 

The faireft *neath the Ydt ; 
Her een were o» the filler (been, 

Her fkin like fnawy drift, 

Sae white that day. 

The nymph having addrefled him* he thus rejoins: 



And wha are ye, ray wlnfome dear. 

That takes the gate fae early ? 
Whare do ye win, gin ane may fpear ? 

For I right mickle ferly, 
That fie braw bufkit laughing lafg 

Thir bonny blinks fhould gie, 
An* loup like Hebe o'er the grafs» 

A3 Wanton and as free 

Frae dule this day. 
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This very engaging perfonage proves to be no 
ether than Mirth; and in a moft cordial manner 
they agree to proceed to the racc^ground. He (eems, 
however, to have treated the laughing Iqfs with no 
great politeness : after having thus made her ap*^ 
pcarance,. flic is never again prefented to our view. 
Expectation is excited^ without being gratified*. 

The Holy Fair of Burns is liable to the very fame 
objection. And indeed the one production is evident- 
ly an antitype of the other. The exordium of the 
Holy Fair is as follows i 

Upon a fimmer funday mom, 

When Natnre's face is fair, 
I walked forth to view the corn. 

An' fnuff the caller air. 
The rifing fan owrc Galfton muirs, 

Wi* glorious light was glintin ; 
The hares were hirplin down the ftirs. 

The lavVocks they were chantin 
Fu'fweet that day.. 

As lightfomely I glowr*d abroad, 

To fee a fcene fae gay, " 
Three hizzies, early at the road,, 

Cam ikelpin up the way.;. 
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Twa had manteeles o' dolefa* black. 

But anc wi* lyart lining; 
The third) that gaed a wee a-back, 
Wat in the fafliion ihiiting. 

Fa* gay that day.. 



Leith Races, the Ho/y Fair, and feveral otker pro- 
duftions of the fame authors, are compofed in the 
meafuVe iii which Ramfay, the mod unfaithful of 
all editors, has thought proper to exhibit Chriftis 
Kirk of the Grene. In the more genuine editions of 
that admirable poem, the awkward and unmeaning 
clofe of that day is not added to every ftanza. This 
practice is unknown to the more ancient of our poets. 
The example of RamCayy however, has been injudi- 
cioully followed by fome of his moft eminent fuc- 
cefibrs. 

FergufTon has not, like Montague, Er&ine, and 
Jenner, prefented us with a feries of poetical efiays 
under the title of Town-Eclogues ; but in lively de- 
fcriptions of a town^life much of his merit will be 
found to confift. Auld Reikie, the longeft as well as 
one of the bed of his produ<^ona, is a profeft deli- 
neation of thofe incidents, cuftoms, and manners. 
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which, .to a cevtaki extent, are introduced into almoft 
all his humourous poems in the Scotifli dialed. It 
exhibits the general cbsitaKGttri&ics of his more fuc- 
cefsful efforts. The ferious is blended with the gay, 
in fuch a manner as to render the efFefl: of the whole 
extremely ludicrous* It difplays much acuteneis of 
obfervation^ and the happieft powers of hiumouxou« 
defcjpiption. In the compofition of his poems, he 
feems almoft invariably to have proceeded without 
any regard to method. The plan of Auld Reikie, 
however, makes forae approaches towards regula- 
rity. 

CaUir Ojflers^ Caller Water y Braid. Claitb^ die ZXj^ 
DaySy and the King's Birth^Day in Edinburgh^ aie 
pieces of humour which have always been read with 
much pieafure. The latter of thefe contains the 
following very rifible invocation : 

O Mufe ! be, kind» an' diniift fa(h us. 
To floe s^wa beyo&t Parnaflus, 
Nor feek for Helicon to waih us, 

That heath'niih iprii^; 
Wi' Highland whificy Tcour oar hawies. 

An' gar us fiog. 
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Begin then, d»me, ye've drunk your fill ; 
You woudna hae the tither gill ? 
Youll truft me, mair would do you ill. 

An' ding yoo doited: 
Troth, "ivroald be fair agai&ft my will 

To hae the wyte o't. 



Paftoral poetry, fo little cultivated among the an- 
cients *, has attraded the utmoft regard from the 
modems. Ferguilbn has prefented us Mrith Scotifh 

* Theocritus, Bion, and Mofchus,, ammig the Greeks, and Vxs- 
gll, Nemellan, and Calpumius, among the Romans, are the only 
paftDral poets with whofe works we are acquainted Of thefe 
the two laft have never obtained any coniiderable degree of c^ 
lebrity. Yet their writings do not feem devoid of merit. Though 
much inferior to thofe of the other poets now mentioned, their ec- 
Ibgues may be penifed with pleafure. The following paflage of 
the latter has always appeared to me to poflefs no common 
beauty t 

Te fine, vae miferoJ mihi lilia nigra videntur,. 
Pallentefque rofat, nee dulce rubens hyacinthus, 
Kullos nee myrtus, nee laurus fpirat odores. 
At tu fi venias, et Candida lilia fient, 
Purpureatque rofae, et dulce rubens hyacir.tlius, 
Tum mihi cum myrto laurus fpirabit odorett 

Nbmesxan. Edog. ii.v.44.. 

A fine tura of expreflkm, fimtlar to this, occurs in Miltsals. 
Paradi/e Lofi, hook tv. «. 641. and in Mafon's Ji^i^/^f tf/, v. X75«. 
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as well as with Englifh eclogues ; and his fuccefs is 
nearly the fame in both attempts. 

The paftorals of Relph, written in the Cumber- 
land dialedi, afibrd room for fuppofing that ScotUh 
bucolics might be rendered highly agreeable and in* 
terefting. A Britiib poet may avail himielf of the 
Scotiibi with the iame propriety as the Greeks 
availed themfelves of the Doric pbrafeology. 

It is remarkable that Fei^oflbn, though peculiarly 
diftinguiibed for the harmony of bis voice and tbe 
delicacy of hi^ ear^ has never paid any farious at- 
tention to fong*writing. His eflays in this fpecies of 
compofition are flight and few ; but it appears high* 
ly probable that due exertion might have condudied 
him to eminence. According to the juft obfbrf ation 
of an excellent anonymous writer, the fong « is one 
of thofe mental exertions, that require not {o much 
fuperiority either of genius, or of poetic fancy, as a 
certain native addrefs : fo, in the intercourfe of life, 
there is an elegance of manner, which pleafes inde- 
pendently eitlier of worth or ability." * 

* Remarks on the Writings of Ramfay. 
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When wc confider the circumilances in which he 
was placed, it will not appear furprifing tnat his 
poems exhibit frequent inftances of inaccuracy of 
dioyght, and incorre£tnefs of expreffion. The im- 
portance of reconfideration, however he might for- 
get it in pra£lice, he was always ready to admit in 
theory. He was fully aware that poetical repu- 
tation is a plant of tardy growth, and cannot be 
reared without much labour and care. According 
to one of his intimate friends, he often quoted the 
well-known lines of Waller, in which poets are re- 
minded of the neceflity of correcting their works. 
But as bufinefs and diifipation left him a very fmafl 
portion of ftudious leifure, we find many of his 
poems in a fomewhat rude drefs. 

A difagreeable cStSt is produced by his pro- 
mifcuous ufe of the pronoun thou and its plural you. 
Scarcely a (ingle page of his works is free from this 
blemifii. 

Many other faults might without difficulty be 
pointed out i but his compofitions ought always to 
be treated with a certain degree of lenity. To ap<* 
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ply the rigour of criticifm to the unpremeditated 
efFufions of fuch an author, would evince more li- 
terary zeal than good-nature. 



Carminis incompti tenuem ledurc libellani. 

Pone fuperciliam. 
Sef ia contra&is ezpende poejnata rugis : 

Nos Thymelen fequimur. 

AUS0KII78. 



upon a general furvcy of FergufTon's poetical 
efforts, it will appear that he poflefled an uncommon 
quicknefs of conception and facility of expreiBon. 
His compositions ^re the offspring of fancy rather 
than of imagination. Though they do not difplay 
thofe high powers of invention which characterize 
the works of vigourous genius, they yet exhibit fuch 
a fprightly vein of poetry as will always recommend 
itfelf to the lovers of gaiety, humour, and Doric fim- 
plicity. 

He inherited from nature a ftrong fenfe of the 
ridiculous. His talents for delineating humourous . 
and ludicrous fcenes has very rarely been exceeded. In 
his defcriptions of the various obje£ts and occur^ 
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rences connedled with the metropolis of Scotland, 
he appears to the utmoft advantage. Many circum- 
ftances which by a common obfervcr would pafs un* 
regarded, he has prefented to the mind in a novel and 
highly agreeable manner. His fubje&s are often 
local and temporary ; but in his hands they become 
generally intcrefting : the obflrudlions which circum- 
ftance feems to have interpofed, are completely re- 
moved by the fuccefsful exertions of his ingenuity. 

Thetandid decifion of the amiable and accom- 
pliflied biographer of Burns muft not here be with- 
held. « Though Ferguffon had higher powers of 
imagination than Ramfay, his genius was not of 
the higheft order ; nor did his learning, which was 
confiderable, improve his genius. His poems, writ- 
ten in pure Englifli, in which he often follows 
claiTical models, though fuperior to the Englifli poems 
of Ramfay, feldom rife above mediocrity; but in 
thofe compofed in the Scottifli dialeft: he is often 
very fuccefsful. He was in general, however, lefs 
happy than Ramfay in the fubjefts of his mufe. As 
he fpent the greater part of his life in Edinburgh, 
and wrote for his amufement in the intervals of 



y Google 



IIFE or FlRGtSSOK. 6l 

bufincfs or diffipaticm, his Scottifli poems arc chiefly 
founded on the incidents of a townJife, which, though 
they are fufceptible of humour, do not admit of thofe 
delineations of fcenery and manners, which vivify 
the rural poetry of Ramfay, and which fo agreeably 
amufe the fancy and intereft the heart. The town- 
eclogues of Ferguflbn, if we may fo denominate 
them, are however faithful to nature, and often dif- 
tinguiihed by a very happy vein of humour. His 
poems entitled. The Daft Days^ The King^s Birth- 
day in Edinburgh^ Leith Races y and The Hallow Fair, 
will juftify this charader. In thefe, particularly la 
the laft, he imitated Chrj/fss Kirk of the Grene, as 
Ramfay had done before him. His Addrefs tothc 
Trori'Kirk BelFis an exquifite piece of humour, which 
Burns has fcarcely excelled. In appreciating the 
genius of Ferguflbn, it ought to be recolledled, that 
his poems are the carelefs efFufions of an irregular 
though amiable young man, who wrote for the perio- 
dical papers of the day, and who died in early youth* 
Had his life been prolonged under happier circum- 
fiances of fortune, he would probably haven rifen to 
much higher reputation. He might have excelled 
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in rural poetry ; for though his profefled paftorab 
on the eftabUibed Sicilian models are ftale and umn- 
terefting. The Farmei^s Ingle^ which may be con* 
fidered as a Scottifb paftoral, is the happieft of all his 
prodttdiions *." 

* Ciirrie*s Life of Burns. 



y Google 



THE 



LIFE 



ov 



WILLIAM FALCONER. 



y Google 



y Google 



THE 

LIFE 

OF 

WILLIAM FALCONER. 

THE publication of Dr Anderfon's Life ofFd* 
coner has, by promoting inquiry, led to the 
gradual difcovery of fcveral additional particulars re- 
lative to this ingenious poet. The degree of cele- 
brity which he acquired as the author of the SA//- 
tureck^ fully authorifes the prefent attempt to com- 
bine aU the biographical materials which induftry 
has enabled me to collet* 

For fome of the anecdotes contained in the follo\^ 
ing page8> the reader is indebted to the literary zeal of 
F3 
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MrsProfcflbrDalzcl, and'of Mr Falconer, the learned 
editor of the Periplus of Hanno. This gentleman, 
though unrelated to the nautical poet, has. not been 
indifferent with regard to his life and writings. 

William Falconer was born at Edinburgh, about 
the year 1735. His father, after having for many 
years followed the occupation of a barber and wig- 
maker in the Netherbow, was unfortunately reduced 
to a ftate of infolvency. The contributions of his 
friends afterwards enabled him to open a grocer's 
fliop^ : but he was either a man of mean capacity or 
of an indolent difpofition ; for upon his being de- 
prived, by the death of his wife, of a prudent and 
a^ive coadjutor, his affairs were again deranged. 
The greater part of his life feems to have been fpenc 
in extreme indigence. 

His fon was educated at the private fchool of Mr 
Webfter, a teacher of little reputation. The period 
of his attendance and the extent of his progrefs can- 
not now be afcertained 5 but from the poverty of 
his parents, we may fafely conclude, that he was 
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ioon releafed from tlie reftraint of fcholaftic difcL- 
pline. 

Genius is a hardy plant of irregular growth : it 
fometimes- fprouts with the fuddcnncfe of the haw- 
thorn, and fometimes rifes with the flow gradation 
of the oak. In his earlier years. Falconer exhibited 
no marks of unufual capacity, but, on the contrary^ 
was generally regarded as a youth of unptomifing 
parts. The intelleftual faculties of feveral other 
men who at length rofe to literary eminence, were 
equally flow in their progrefs towards maturity. It 
would appear, therefore, that from the degree of 
facility with which a boy performs his fcholaftic 
exercifes, we cannot always form a correft cftimatc 
of his future attainments, " 

At an early period of life, the misfortunes of his 
family compelled him to abandon his native country, 
and to enter himfelf as a failor in the royal navy.. 
While he continued in this ftation he is faid to 
have attrafted the notice of Mr Campbell, the au- 
thor oi LexiphaneSi who was purfer of Ac (hip-to 
which he bebnged. It is farther ftated^ that Camp- 
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bell entertained him as his fcrvant, and delighted in 
communicating to him what knowledge he himfelf 
poflcflcd *. 

The profeffion which powerful neceflity had led 
htm to embrace, was by no means congenial to his 
temper of mind. Of his own fevere deftiny he fpeaks 
in a very interejling manner : 

While yet a ftripUng. oft' with fond alarms, 
His befom danc'd to nature's boundlefs charms ; 
On him fair fcience dawn*d in happier hour. 
Awakening into bloom young fancy's flower ; 
But frowning fortune, with untimely blaft, \ 
The bloffom wither'd, and the dawn oVrcaft. 
Forlorn of heart, and by fevcre decree 
Condemned reludant to the faithlefs fea. 
With long farewel he left the laurel grove. 
Where fcience and the tuneful fitters rove. 

• Currie*s Burns, vol. ii. p. 289. 

Dr Currie received this information from a furgeon of a man 
of V ar. who wa$ pcrfonally acquainted with both Falconer and 
Campbell. It muft not, however, be implicitly. received. What 
the fame gentleman communicated refpeaing Falconer's birth, 
»nd the place of his nativity, is ahogether erron- .us. This pal- 
pable inaccuracy will incline us to view the whole account with a 
fufpicious eye. Yet Dr Currie is by no means to be charged witk 
precipitate credulity: the furgeon whofe authority he quotes, uii« 
doubtpdly related the anecdotes in a manner \«hich left no 
fn%c^ the authenticity of his information. 
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Though this boiflerous profeffion may in toa 
many inftanccs tend to blunt the fofter feelings of 
humanity, yet it cannot be fuppofed to eflPed a com- 
plete affimilation of chara£ter in tho£e by whom it 
is cxercifed. The poetical mind of Falconer, it is to 
be prefumed, was untainted by the furrounding con- 
tagion. The conflancy of intellectual exertion might 
piefeive his faculties in a ftate of uninterrupted fa- 
lubrity ; as the fea is p/evented, by its perpetual mo- 
tion^ from falling into putrefcency and ftagnation. 

Upon revifiting Edinburgh in the year 175 1, he 
publiihed a poem Sacred to the Memory of his Royal 
Higbnefs Fredericl Prince of Wales. 

In the eighteenth year of his age we find him 
wandering about the port of Alexandria. Here he 
was engaged as fecond mate of the Britannia, a 
merchantman bound for Venice. While they pro- 
ceeded on their voyage, a dreadful ftorm arofe ; and 
at length the veflel (Iruck upon a rock near Cape 
Colonna on the coaft of Greece. Of the (hip's com- 
pany, Falcone^ and other two were the only indi-^ 
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¥idual8 who had the good fortune to reach the 
ihore. 

This mclaiicholjr event forms the fubjeA of his 
eelebf ated poem entitled the Shipwreeh \ which was 
pubUflied in 17629 and dedicated to Edward Duke 
of Totk^ one pf the brothers of his prefent Majeftj. 

The hands which had been employed in adjufting 
the braces of a ihip, vFere not found unikilful in the 
management of the golden pledirum. His native 
genius rofe fqper ior to the untoward eireumftances 
incident to bis ftation \ and the poem was immediate* 
I7 regarded as a produdlion of fingular merit. Such 
an unprecedented union of poetical ingenuity with 
nautical fcience, could not pofTibly meet with a cold 
reception. 

During the life of the author it underwent iereral 
editions^ the laft of which varied confiderably from 
the firft : but, as a very judicious and rational critic 
has obferved, << it may reafonably be doubted, whe- 
ther it has been improved in the fame proportion 
as it has been lengthened. There is frequently a 



y Google 



LITE OF FALCONER. 7 1 

Copious fimplicity in ,firft defigns, that no after- 
thought or labour can amend ; an irregular beauty 
that every alteration muft eiEice. In lengthening 
works^ an author is jipt to fall into repetitions, or to 
increafe the number of words, without adding to thc^ 
number or energy of the thoughts *.'* 

During this year his fong entitled the JFond Lover 
appeared in the St Jameses Magazine for the month 
of 0£kober. 

After the publication of the Shipwreei^ he paid a 
final vifit to Scotland. He refided for fome time a^ 
the manfe of Gladfmuir, which was then pofiefled by 
his illuftrious kinfman Dr Robertfon. This great 
hiftoriani whofe father was the coufin-german of old 
Falconer, feems to haye been proud to acknowledge 
\ hi5 relation to the ingenious felf-taught poet. 

The patronage of the prince to whom he had in- 
fcribed his work, procured him the purferfliip of 
the Royal George, a firft-rate man of war. His 

* Andcrfon't Life of Fakoner. 
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gratitude for this inftance of royal favour prompted 
him to compofc an Ode en the Duke of TorVi Second 
Dip0rture from England as Rear^Admiral, Towards 
the conclufion of the poem, he thus addrefies his 
benefa£lor : 



No happy fon of wealth or fame 
To court a rogral patron came : 
A haplefs youth, whofe vital page 

Was one fad lengthen'd tale of woe, 

Where ruthlefs fate, impelling tides of rage, 

Bade wave on wave in dire fucceflion flow ; 

To glittering ftars, and titled names unknown, 
Freferr*d his fuit to thee alone. ^ 

The tale your facred pity moy'd^ 
You felt, confentcd, and approved. 



In 1766 he publiflied the Demagogue under the 
aflumed name of Theophilus Thorn. This is a po- 
litical fatire dircfted againft a certain party whom he 
regards in the light of incendiaries. Among other 
zealous partizans, he aiTails the virulent Churchill, 
a writer of verfes who once enjoyed a reputation 
which his uncouth ftrains were by no mean); ade« 
quate to fupport. 

The evident intention of this fatire was to coutt 
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the favour of adminiftration. It is probable that his 
political zeal ^vas not totally unrewarded. The ad- 
vertifement to an edition of the Shipwrechy publiflied 
in the laft year of his life, is dated from Sommerfet 
Houfe ; a circumftance which affords room for con- 
jefburing that he at that time was in pofleffion of 
fome fituation in the navy pay-office. The truth of 
this fuppofition may perhaps be afcertained at fome 
future period. 

In 1 769, he publi(hed the Marine Di&ionarjy a 
work of the utmoft utility to the ftudents of naval 
taftics. His chequered life was now advancing to- 
wards a clofe. In the courfe of the fame year, the 
reftlefs fpirit of adventure impelled him to embark on 
board the Aurora, with a view of fettling in the 
Eaft-Indies. She arrived at the Cape of Good Hope 
in the month of December, and, after a fhort in- 
terval, again proceeded on her voyage, but never 
reached the defired port *. The veffel, together with 
its ill-fated crew, is fuppofed to have periflicd by fire 
or ftorm. 

• Bcirs Fugitive Poetry, vol. xv. p. l£^, 

G 
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I£s untimely deatb left his widow in a ft^e little 
teoioved from indigence. The relations of Mr» 
falconer, whofe maiden name was Hicks^ had been* 
^verie from her forming a matrimonial connef^ioa 
with 3; Scotiih adventurer, and were never complete- 
ly reconciled to her after her maarriage. From ibem^ 
therefore,. &e derived little, or perhaps no afltftance. 
Infcon&leration of the rapid faleof.theJ[&rm^Z)^p« 
tionaryt Mr Cadell, bookfeller in London, preiented 
her, from time to time, with liberal pecuniary prc- 
fents* Her^other refources are not accurately known. 
iKaving never born any children, fhe was fortunately 
unincuj!nbered ^th the cares of a famiJyw She died 
at Bath a few years ago. 

He had a brother and a fitter, both of whom were 
bom deaf and dumb. The fitter is ftill living in 
this city : flie is a conttant refidentiary in the Royal 
Jbifirmary. 



In reviewing the fliorter produ&jons of Falconer, 
we fhall find little fcope for critical invettigation^ 
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They cannot pretend to-any particular marks of dif- 
tindiion ; and unkfs his fame had refted upon a 
more folid bafis^ it muft very fpeediiy have decayed. 

His Fond Lover and Addrejs to Miranda are fongs 
not devoid xA merit. The latter of them, which 
was fitft ptlbli&ed in the Edinburgh Magazine and 
Rsvtofwia. the ^ycar 17739 has been commended by a 
writer imimately acquainted with this ijpecies of 
compofition \ 

In the elegiac ^oem Sacred to the Menwrj of Fre^ 
derick Prince of Wales, it is fcarcely pof&ble to dif- 
cover even the fainted glimmerings of that genius 
which he afterwards difplayed. Occafionally, in- 
deed, we meet with a few tolerable vcrfes; but 
thefe only appear like the fcattered flowers which 
fometimes bloom amid the fterile plains of Arabia. 
Towards the clofe there occurs the moll ludicrous 
fimile that ever difgraced the ferious page of any au- 
thor. The rifing fame of the young prince he com- 
pares to the curling volumes of fable fmoke which 

• KitPon's Eflay on Scotifh Song. 
G2 
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mount in the atmofjphere and blacken all the iky ! 
This is apt to remind us of Butler's comparing the 
changing of the morning from black to red, to the 
efFcdi produced by the boiling of a lobfter *. 

The Ode on the Duke of Yorh^s Second Departure 
from England^ is of that fpecies of writing which 
fome have thought proper to denominate the Pinda- 
ric. JEvery author poflcfles an indifputable right to 
impofe upon his^ own produ£);ions whatever name 
he chufes : but fuch rude maflfcs of vcrfe as general- 
ly compofe thefe odes, bear no more refemblance to 
the pointed Jbafts of Pindar, than Simmias's Hat-- 
chet or Shepherd^ s Pipe to the Iliad of Homer f . 

• Butler's Hudibras, part ii. canto ii. v. ap. 

t The mode of writing here alluded to was introduced by 
Cowley, a poet of no mean genius, but of an extremely vitiated 
tafte. The unmerited reputation which he acquired by the pub- 
lication of his Pindanques, induced many other poets to follow 
his example. Congreve claims the honour of having firft pointed 
out the abfurdity of fuch crude and irregular efforts. Befides un. 
folding, in a Di/coi/r/e on the Pindarique Ode, the true fpirit of 
this higher fpecies of lyric poetry, he alfo difplayed, in feveral of 
his own produAtons, the regularity with which Pindar arranged 
his ftanzas. It may however be remarked that he was not the 
firft Englifh poet who exhibited this fpecies of compoikion in its 
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If Falconer's genius docs not appear to have been 
peculiarly adapted for lyric poetry, this ode muft at 
lead be regarded as an expreflion of his lively fenfc 
of gratitude. The epifode of the choice of Hercu- 
les is introduced with propriety, and poffeffes fome 
beauty. The fame incidents have been embellifhed 
by Shenftone and Lowth ; but it is probable that no 
poetical imitation will ever rival the profe relation 
in which the original notion is to be found *. 

The Demagogue^ which bears internal evidence of 
hafty compofition, contains many inftances of incor- 
redinefs and inelegance. The fatire, however, is 
fometimes manly and poignant \ though it occafion- 
aljy verges towards fcurrility. 

V, 

genuine form. Among the works of Jonfon we find an odefiriA. 
ly modelled after the example of Pindar. In imitation of the 
Greek ^^tfii, avrnf^i, and IruSo^, he has introduced turns, 
counter'-tumSf and Jlands^ Of its poetical merit the following 
Gooplet niaj ferve aa a fpecimen ; 

. Alas, but MorUbn fell yoang ; 
He never fell ; thou faU'ft, my tongue ! 

^XtXKfgaxm, MemorabU. lib. ii. cap. i, 

G3 
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As the Shipwreck is a performance which the pu- 
blic has always been accuftomed to regard with 
a favourable eye, its peculiar excellencies and de* 
fcQs demand a more ample difplay. The uniform 
popularity which it has maintained, may be ad- 
duced as a pretty ftrong proof of its intrinfic me- 
rit. Various caufes may tend to confer a fliort- 
lived reputation upon poets of inferior genius ; but 
that reputation, which does not reft upon a 
true foundation, will very fpecdily. decay. The 
fcrutinizing impartiality of mankind muft at length 
difplay itfelf, and difTolve the fabric of unreal gran- 
deur; as the returning fun diflblves thofe moun- 
tains of ice which the froft of a Greenland night 
has formed. Sheffield, Montague, and Granville, 
were once extolled as the legitimate fons of Apollo ; 
but indignant time has erased their names from the 
rolls of fame. 

The fate of a merchant-fliip loft in a violent ftorm, 
will, at firft view, appear to be a fubje£^ little fuf-, 
ceptible of embellifliment. But when we begin to 
perufc the pages of Falconer, every prejudice of this 
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kind immediately vaniflies. They difplay a pathe- 
tic (implicity which cannot fail to reach the heart. 

In exhibiting a feries of events which can fcarcely 
be deemed of a poetical kind, he has difcovered 
no common ingenuity. To relate (imple and una- 
dorned fadls in their natural order, is not the bufi- 
nefs of a poet : he muft fcle£t thofe that feem moft 
conducive to the general purpofe which he has in 
view, and blend them with incidents which are purely 
imaginary, in fuch a manner that the whole may 
become interefting, and affume an air of probability. 
To this rule the author of the Shipwreck has cer- 
tainly conformed* 

Though not inattentive to the mechanifm of poe- 
try, his excellencies are by no means the refult 
of painful and unwearied application : they are the 
happy efFufions of a vigorous imagination, and a 
heart true to the warm impreflions of nature. The 
manner in which he has conducted his fimple nar- 
rative, cannot fail to excite emotions of genuine 
fympathy. To his power of moving the paffions. 
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a tribute of due refpeft has lately been paid by a 
poet of real genius ; 



Thy woes, Ar'ion ! and thy fimple tate, 

0*er all the heart (hall triumph and prevail'. 

Campbelu 



few -writers can afpire to a ftation on the moun^ 
tdn of ftiblimity *. If Falconer feldom reaches the 
fublime, he has for the moft part carefully avoided 
the mean and vulgar. 

The Shipncreck is a narradve poem of confiderable 
length :;it wiU therefore be proper to inveftigate its ge- 
neral plan. 

After having propofed the fubjedl, and invoked 
* the Mufes, he apologizes for his undertaking, and 
proceeds to introduce a beautiful allegorical defcrip- 
tion of memory. He fupplicates that power to re- 
call to his view the events which he is about to rdate.. 
The narrative then commences. The ihip Britan- 
nia is reprefented as proceeding on her intended 
voyage between Alexandria and Venice. Upoa tli& 

; A. Thomfon's Paradife of Taftc, canto vi. 
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occafion of her touching at the ifland of Candia, the 
poet finds an opportunity of lamenting the devafta- 
tions of war, and of expatiating on the miferies of 
flaverjr. 

He next delineates the charafters of Albert, Rod- 
mond, Palemon, and Arion, the chief perfonages 
who make their appearance in the fequel of the 
poem. Here he difplays confiderable powers of dif- 
crimination. The portrait of Rodmond, in particu- 
lar, is drawn with a maftetly hand. In alluiion to 
the danger which Arion is reported to have fo nar- 
rowly efcaped, he introduces himfelf, in a very in- 
terefting manner, under the borrowed name of that 
ancient poet and mufician *. 

To thcfe delineations of charaiSker fucceeds the 
beautiful epifode of Palemon and Anna, two lovers 

* Kai fiiv Tif AterCoto itaKaiparov ipyov doitu 
ExXvev at ItXpvs o;^iKr<x^tvof Tfpi vwroigf 
Kvfia fiLfKav in^cuta-M iia6«yufvof arpofto^, aiet 
A&^uv- xai itoTfAOv vxUftryt Xmcnpav^ 
Tutvetftirr liriKKao-fv It* ^po^kf<ri Aaxmor* 

OppiAN. Halicutic. lib. v. v. 44S- 
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wliom the cruelty of a fordid parent had plunged, 
into the depth of mifery. 

The fliip fcts fail from Candia j and the natives 
of the ifland aflemble along the fliore in order to 
view her as ^« (he marches on the feas/' and to con- 
{template the various devices which ornament her 
fternandprow^ 

A feriee of .pathe^c xefle^^ions on htd£ng .adieu 
to the land forms the exordium of die fecond canto.. 
.In that part of the narrative which imtnecUately fdU 
lows, a variety of ftrifcing objefts are dcfcribed ; the 
;brilliant hues refle£fced from the fides of a dying 
dolphin; the water-fpout whofe towering column 
mingles with the fkies ; and the gambols of a (hoal of 
porpoifcs which are feen exploring their prophetic 
courfe along the ocean. 

A dreadful ftorm now threatens to approach. As 
its violence increafes, the pilots are apprehenfive of 
fatal confequences, and hold a confultation refpe£t- 
ing the meafures to be adopted. The mariners are 
at length ready to fink under the fevere exertions 
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which they are under the neceffity of ufing, in order 
to prevent the veffel from foundering. 

The third canto commences with a di&ertation on 
ihs defign and influenee of poetry. He then re- 
fumes his principal fubjed; ; but very foon finds an 
opportunity of entering into a long digt«ffion iela« 
tive to the ftate of ancient and modem Greece. Af- 
ter he has thus indulged his f&mcy^ oux wandering 
tfaoughta are again recalled to the condition of the^ 
ihattered veffel. She at length ftrikes upon a rock 
and is daflied in pieces. The greater- part of the 
crew perifli in the wreck ; and Arion himfelf expe- 
riences a very narrow efcape. 

Another billow Ijurfts in bouiidlefs roar ; 
Arion finks, and memory views no more ! 
Ha ! total night, and horror here prefide i 
^7 ilunn'd ear tingles to the whizzing- tide : 
It is the funeral knell ! and, gliding near, 
Mcthinks the phantoms of the dead appear ! 

At laft he emerges from the deep, and, with only 
two of his companions, gains the (hore. An affect- 
ing pi£lure of th& fate of Palemon occurs; towards 
ike conclufion. 
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Such are the outlines of the Sbip^ureck, a poem 
of no ordinary merit. The moft material- objedion 
which can be urged againft its general conftrudion, 
is, that at the very time that the ftorm is precipi- 
tating the veflel towards dcftrudion, the poet makes 
a long excurfion into the adjacent nations. We 
regard him, not as a cool fpe£kator, but as a princi- 
pal ador in the interefting fcene which is prefented 
to our view. At fuch an important crifis it was 
therefore injudicious to introduce a long digreffion 
of any defcription. To a claffical ear the name of 
Ancient Greece conveys a magic found : yet the 
mind of him who (lands on the pinnacle of danger, 
muft be too much abforbed by ideas of a different 
kind, to leave any room for the admiffion of claffical 
raptures. The manner in which he has treated the 
fubje£t, will fcarcely be regarded as a fufficient com- 
penfation for fuch a breach of propriety : he gcr- 
forms much lefs than his readers might expeft on 
fuch an occalion. 

Upon the whole, however, the poem is condufted 
with tafte and judgement. Although he is fometimcs 
too circumftantial in the detail of nautical ma- 
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nocuvresi yet we follow him through the various 
gradations of the fable with a lively intereft. The 
introdudion of numberlefs pleaCng and pathetic in- 
cidents prevents attention from kmguifhing. 

The only regular epifode is that t>f Palemon and' 
Anna. A more tender and beautiful ftory £ng- 
lifh poetry has not often exhibited. The diftrefs 
of the two lovers is pourtrayed with a mod de- 
licate hand. His delineation of Palemon^e feiifa- 
tions when he falls in love, would not have difgraced 
the pencil of the much^njured Apollonius. 

In relating the mournful fate of Palemon, he dif- 
plays no inconfiderable Ikill. Upon the foundering 
of the veffel, the unhappy youth having betaken him- 
fclf to a raft, endeavours to reach the fliore. We are 
left to fuppofe that he is immediately overwhelmed 
by the fury of the ftorm. Arion and two of the 
mariners having efcaped the general wrecks begin to 
iearch for an adventurous youth whom they had 
formerly perceived approaching towards the land : 

H 
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Pantinjg, with eyes averted from the day. 
Prone, helplefs, on the tangly beach he lay- 
It is PalemoR ! 



Hope and fear thus alternately gam the afcendency 
in our mindj till at laft our hopes are banilhed and 
our fears realized. The bruifes which he had re- 
ceived when caft on (hore by the breakers^ put a 
Ipeedy period to his exiftence. 

The fentiments of the poem are commonly ad- 
opted with propriety. The moft remarkable devia- 
tion from the language of nature occurs in the final 
fpeech of Palemon. After having addrefTed his belov- 
ed friend Arion in very afleAing term$j he proceeds 
m the following manner : 



When thou fome tale of haplefs love (halt hear, 
TTiat fteals from pity's eye the melting tear. 
Of twochafte hearts by mutual paffion join'd, 
To abfence, forrow, and defpair confign'd, 
Oh ! then, to fwell the tides of fecial woe, 
That heal th' aiHi^bd bofom they o'erflow, 
AVhile memory dilates, this fad ihipwreck tell* 
And what diftrefs thy wretched friend befel ! 



Thefe lines are fufficiently beautiful^ but their 
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beauty is mifplaced. Such fentifnents can nerer be 
uttered by any man who finds hioifelf in a fituation 
fimiiar to that of Palemon. In order to take a far- 
vey of this kind, the mind muft be free from every 
pAtnful emotion, and entirely ditcftcd of the inflaenee 
of every ilroogdr pafficm. 

~ As Falconer attempted a fubje£t in a great meafurc 

** new to epic lore," he had no proper models to 

follow. The Halieutics of Oppian and of Par- 

thenius, had he been acquainted with them, could 

not have furnilhed him with any important ideas. 

Though thcfc are likewifc poets of the occanj yet 

tfaeir objedi differs eflentially from his* The only 

performance which feems to bear any refemblance to 

that which we have been examining, is die Sea-Piece 

of Earkpatrick. This work w^s publifhed twelve 

years before the Shipwreck : but the one is by no 

means to be regarded as the prototype of the other. 

That Falconer ever perufed the Sea-Piece^ does not 

appear from any internal evidence. 

la a poem of five cantos, Kirkpatrick relates the 

H2. 
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voyage of the (hip Eliza from Belfaft to Bermudas \ 
but ^8, in her progrefs^ no very important iticident 
occurs, the attention of the reader is not kept awake 
by means of a continued narrative. We meet with 
little more than a feries of mere digreflions, many 
of which are injudicious and unfeafonable. There 
is fuch an unceafing parade of chymical knowledge, 
and fuch a ftrange mixture of ferioufnefs with buf- 
foonry, that it is hardly poffible to conceive any thing 
more grotcfque and heterogeneous. Had his judge- 
ment been equal to his fancy, much might have been 
eiFe£ied. But his poetry is incorre£k and unclaffi- 
cal. Though we occafionally difcover ftriking paf- 
fages, yet he often finks below contempt, To Fal- 
coner he is in every r^fpeft inferior. 

Both poets have attempted to eacprefs the fenti- 
ments which arife in the breaft of the voyager when 
he bids adieu to land. In order to place them in 
the field of competition, it may not be improper to 
produce the refpe£live paflages which contain thefe 
refledions* 
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AliBea, ye plenteous, liofpitable vales. 

Ye f«enes of rural imrtl!, and monldfii tales t 

Yoor taintlefs f<ul, and temp'rate air I flian, 

To prove the fervours of a loftier fuft ; 

Where thinner grafs muft cloath the with*ring gladei 

And deadlj fnakes infeft the woodland (hade. 

Such penfive forms, that all my fancy throng, 

Safpend die wandVmg poet's liquid fimg ; 

Hopelefs to chear the Barro with a lay, 

His native ftream, where fpringing falmon play. 

Adieu, ye pleafnres of the rural fcene, 

Where peace and calm contentm^t dwell rercne ! 

To me in vain, on earth's prolific foil. 

With fummer «rown*d, th* Elyfian vallies fmile! 

To me thofis happier fcenes no joy impart. 

But tantalize with hope my aching heart 

For, thefe; alas ! reludant I forego. 

To vifit florms and elements of woe i 

Ye tempers ! o'er my head congenial roll. 

To fuit the mournful mulic of my foul ! 

In black progrefljon, lo ! they hovernear ; 

Hail, focial horrors, like my fate fevere! 

Old ocean, hail, beneath whofe azure zone 

The fecrct deep lies mie3q>Ior'd, unknown ! 

It will be almoft uhncceflary to remark, that the 
latter of thefe paffagcs is infinitely fupcrior to the 
former. 

The yerfification of the Shipwreck^ though nof 
H3 
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always very corrcfl:, poffeflcs confidcrablc beauty. 
It is for the moft part fpirited and vigorous ; and 
we are not unfrcquently prefentcd with happy turns 
of^ltpreiTion. 

Among the principal faults of the poem may be 
leckoned the unceafing recurrence of the barbarous 
phrafeology of feamen. The nature of his fubje£k 
rendered it abfolutely neceffary to introduce a num- 
ber of uncouth terms incident to navigation : but it 
will be dxfHcuIt to aflign any adequate reafon, why 
in the nfe of them he has been fo extremely liberal. 
Such jargon is but ill calculated for enhancing the 
value of a poem. It rauft at tlie fame time be ad- 
mitted, that in reducing nautical terms to the fmooth* 
nefs of verfe he has been wonderfully fuccefsful. 

In the management of his comparifons he feldom 
difcovcTs any high degree of £kill. They occur too 
frequently -, and it but rarely happens that the ana- 
logy is fteadily purfued. Comparifons are introdu- 
ced for the fake of placing fome objefk in a more 
confpicuous point of view ; and unlefs they contri- 
bute to this end, they are only to. be regarded as 
ufelefs appendages or falfc ornaments. Many cf 
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Falconer's fimilies neither tend to illuftrate nor to 
embellifh : thej derive their origin from objcfls too 
contiguous or too remote ^ and confe<iuentIy fail to 
produce the defired effcft. Yet others are of a dif- 
ferent defcription. The following comparifon feems> 
to approach towards fublimity : 

Like fome ftrong watch-tower nodding o*er the deep« 
Whole roclcy bafe the foaming waters fweep, 
Untam'd he ftood. 

In the po^ms of Falconer it is not eafy to difco* 
ver any material veftiges of imitation. They fome- 
times contain paiTages- which apparently correfpond 
with others in Milton, Shakefpeare, Gray, and Pope : 
but to affirm that fuch coincidences are never acci- 
dental, would betray a precipitancy of judgement *• 

• In the prefent age it is cuftomary to charge almoft trery aa« 
thor with plagiarifm. A tafte for hunting parallel paiTages 
was never fo prevalent. This employment may be amuiive, but it 
is often very frivolous. 

The fubje£l of fecondary imitation has been treated in a ma« 
fterly manner by Dr Hurd. In Warton*s EJay on Pope, and in 
Farmer's EJay on the Learning of Shakefpeare, many important 
hints will alio be found. Various inftances of plagiarifm and 
imitation have been pointed oik by Johnfon, JUamdler, No. 143. 
Warton, Adventuren No* 6j. and by RobcrtSi Looker^w, No* 49» 
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ACCORDING to the opinion of Dr Johnfon, ** no- 
body can write the life of a man, but thofc. 
who have eat and <lrunk and lived in a focial inter- 
courfe with him *." In this view of the fubjcfl:, as well 
as in many others, I find myfelf altogether unqua- 
lified for the prefent undertaking. But as the talk 
has been declined by thofe who poffefs every oppor- 
tunity of performing it in the moft interefting man- 
ner, public curiofity mnft for ever remain ungrati- 
'fied, unlefs the fubje£l be attempted by fome one 
who writes not from perfonal knowledge, but from 
fuch fugitive information as the recoUeftion , of 

• BofweU's Life of Johnfon, vol. ii. p. 163, 
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Others is able to fupply. Information of this kind 
lias been obtained from Dr RuflelPs near relations 
and mod intitnate friends : yet the biographer who 
procures his materials even in this way, muft labour 
under feveral difadvantages. The nice difcrimina- 
tions of charader, and the almoft imperceptible 
fliades of the mind, he cannot unfold ^th any higK 
degree of accuracy. 

William Ruflell, the eldeft fon of Alexander Ruf- 
fell and Chriftian Ballantyne, was born in the year 
17469 at Windydoorsi a farm-houfe in the county of 
Mid-Lpthian. At a proper age he w^as fent to the 
fchool of Inverleithen, where he acquired a very flen* 
der knowledge of the Latin and Greek languages. 

In 1756 he was removed to Edinburgh, in order 
to be inftrufied in writing and arithmetic. Having 
ftudied thefe ufeful branches of education for about 
ten months, he was bound apprentice to the bo6k-> 
felling and printing bufinefs for five years. 

While engaged in this occupation, he difcovered 
the utmoft ardour in literary purfuits. He feems to 
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have delighted his fancy with the hopes of &itu^e e« 
minence ; to have been fedulous in the acquifitioa 
of thofe ftoics of intelleftual wealth which beftow 
cel^brky on the pofleflbr. The early and unchang- 
ing defire of honourable diftindion muft be regard* 
cd as an infallible criterion of no vulgar or groveling 
mind* This defire is often kindled in the midft of 
untoward circumftances> and remains unextinguiih* 
ed during the courfe of a life marked by the fevereft 
calamities. 

The occupation which RufieU had chofen, 
was nof altogether unfavourable to the acquifi* 
tion of knowledge. Printers and bookfelkrs 
have often raifed themfelves to eminence in the 
republic of letters. In proof of this aflertion, it will 
be unnecefiary to fearch the literary annals of fo- 
reign nations : the names of Ruddiman, Richard- 
fon^ Dodfley, Bowyer, and Smellie, ought always to 
be mentioned with commendation. Tet as his part 
of the bufinefs was merely mechanical, his attain- 
inents even at this early period cannot but be regard- 
ed as highly refpedable. His learning was not ac- 
quired in fchools and colleges, but in the obfcurity 
of undireiled ftudy. And this circumftance ought 

I 
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sdvrays to be kept in view, as we proceed in thcfe 
memoirs of his life and writings. 

When he had iiniOied his apprenticefhip, he pa- 
bliflied a CoUeBion of Modern Poems ^ which feems to 
have attrafied fome notice a^ the time of its appear- 
ance. The fele£lion was confidered as judicious. 
It included feveral of the productions of Gray and 
Shenftone, the beauties of whofe poetry he had the 
good tafte to perceive before many of his country- 
men. He claims the honour of having contributed 
to extend their popularity in the northern part of 
the ifland. The fublime odes of Gray excited his 
higheft admiration : he was accu domed to recite 
them in a wild and enthufiaftic manner. 

In 1763, while employed as a journeyman-print- 
er, he became a member of the Mifcellaneous 
Society, a private literary inilitution which was 
chiefly under thjp 4irc<aion of Mr Dalzel and 
Mr Lifton. It was compofed of collegians and 
other young men eagerly engaged in the purfuit 
of knowledge. From inftitutions of this defcrip- 
tion, the juvenile inquirer may perhaps derive fome 
advantage ; but ^in general they are fruitful nurfc- 
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rics of every thing that is pompoufljr ridiculous. 
The members often folicit admiffion at too early a 
period of life $ and from a habit of haranguing upon 
fubje£ls which they have never inveftigated, are led 
to entertain an over-weening conceit of their own 
limited attainments. Vanity and ignorance form a 
union by which nothing laudable can be produced. 
Their operation refembles the tilting of a balance : 
the one fcale is never at reft while the other conti- 
nues in motion. 

About this period he made an attempt to adapt 
Crebillon's Rhadamifthe et Zemhie to the Britifh 
ftage. The manufcript was fubmitted to the infpec^ 
tion of Mr Dalzel and Mr Lifton ; who, aftdV a very 
careful' perufal, offered fevcral obje6tions to particular 
paflages. He was not one of thofc who never afk 
advice till they have determined not to follow it : of 
the critical hints fuggefted by tbefe gentlemen, he 
(hewed fuSicient promptitude to avail himfelf. This 
tragedy was at length offered to the manager of the 
Drury-Lane theatre ; but as Murphy*s Zenobia was at 
that time in lehcarfal, it was deemed imprudent to 
accept of another play on the fame fubjefl:* 
I 2 
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Next year he iffucd propofals for puUUhirtg a fe* 
cond volume of his ColUStion (f Modtrn Poems ^ and 
retired to the country ia order to arrange the mate* 
rials. Daring his abfence from Edinbargh> he main* 
tained an epiftolary correfpondeoce with Iiord £& 
bank, Mifs Scott of Benham, Mr Dalzel^ and Dt O* 
gilviej to whofe friendihip his youthful ingenuity 
had recommended him. The ptoje£ked volume ne- 
ver made its appearance. 

In 17659 Lord Elibank having invited him to hi» 
feat in Eaft-Lothian, he ^ere fpent the grealef part 
of the autumn j and had an opportunity of coilveiw 
fing with many eminent men. To this flt)blemati 
he feems to have looked f6t favour and profeAton. 
In the hope of obtaining preferment through hb in* 
fluence, he had relinquiihed the drudgery of his ori- 
ginal employment, and now profecuted his ftudies. 
on the banks of Tweed. Hiftory and polite litera- 
ture engaged his chief attention. 

Having refided with his father till the month of 
May 1767, he fet out for London, in order to await 
the turns of fortune. Young men of a fanguine 
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^ifpofidon are apt to imagine, that as foon as they 
find themfelves within the walls of the metropoUsya 
mighty load of preferment will be heaped upon their 
ihoulders. An indefinite and confufed idea of ho- 
nour and riches prefents itfelf to their mind : and, 
without reflccling on the means by wlilch thefe are 
.obtained, they readily perfuade themfelves that their 
own merit, whether real or fancied, will immedi- 
ately be acknowledged and rewarded* The expe- 
rience of a few months commonly ferves to correft 
tlie extravagance of tlieir views. They at length dif- 
cover, that in tlie fuperb capital of one of the moft 
opulent and powerful of nations,, every individual is- 
not deftined to. partake of the fweets of honourable 
preferment. They find tliat even there riches and 
honours do not fall like manna in the wildernefs,, 
^and invite the willing hand of every Ifraelite who in* 
the morning iffiies from his tent.. 

Rufiell's towering hopes were foon blafted. Aftec - 
waiting in vain for promotion through the influence 
of Mr Hume, Lord Elibank,, General Murray, and 
Governor Johnftone, he was under the.neceflity q£' 

1 3 . 
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engaging himfelf as z corrc£kor to the prefs of Wil- 
liam Strahan, afterwards his Majefty*-6 printer. To 
find himfelf thus placed in a fituation fo inadequate 
' to his expe£tations, and fo unworthy of his abilities, 
muft have flied a temporary giooin over his mind. It 
docs not, -however, appear thalt he afterwards repro- 
bated the conduft of any of thefe his reputed patrons. 
In fome hafty memorandums found among his papers 
after his death, he acknowledges that he expcfled 
preferment through their intereft, but never affirms 
that his expe£lations were founded upon their pro- 
mifcs. Thofe who afpire to diftin£lion, fhould, in 
the firft place, afk themfelves for what particular 
employment they feem qualified, and whether the 
individuals whom they are difpofed to regard in the 
light of patrons, have, at any tirtic, zGtuMy en- 
couraged them to rely upon their prote£lion. This 
rational mode of precedure would prevent innumer- 
able fcenes of difappointment and mortification. 

In 1769, he quittM Mr Strahan's, and was em- 
ployed as overfeer to the printing-office of Brown 
and Adlard. During the fame year he pubiifiied sii 
Ode to Fortitude i which was immediately reprinted 
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at Edinburgh by his former maftersj Martin and 
Wothcrfpoon. 

Hi3 Sintimenta! Tales appeared in 1770. From 
this time he wrote many effays in profc and verfe for 
the monthly publications. 

In 1772, he publiflicd a collc<aion of Fables Mardl 
and Sentimental, and an Effay on the Cbaraifer, Man^ 
itfrs, and Genius of Womeny from the French of M* 
Thomas. 

The precifc time when he relinquiflied his em- 
ployment in the printing-office, I have not been able 
to difcover ; but from the number of his produc- 
tions, it may be inferred diat about this period he 
had entirely devoted himfelf to the purfuits of litera- 
ture. - ^ ' 

The profeffional author is a charadler which has of- 
ten been treated with unmerited ridicule and contempt, 
efpccially by thofc men of letters whom fortune has 
placed above the neceffity of writing for a mere fub- 
fiftence. It muft indeed be confefled that writers 
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by profc:fl\on have frequently proftituted their ta-^ 
lents : but this circumftance is not fufficient to affix 
a ftigma on the whole clafs. Many individuals- 
among them have invariably maintained that noble 
independence of mind which adds dignity to every 
ftatiori of life. The petulant and illiberal farcafms 
fo often aimed at their poverty, recoil back upon 
thofe who have uttered them. Poverty implies no- 
thing difgraceful. The goods of fortune are not 
univerfally beftowed in proportion to the merit of 
the individual. And> as Salluft the Cynic has juftly 
obferved, it ought not to excite our wonder, that the 
wicked often enjoy all the comforts which the pre- 
fent life affords, while the only hopes that remaia 
for the good are thofe which center in futuritji. 
Riches are defpifed by the latter } while by the for- 
mer they are regarded aa the fole foundation of hapn 
pinefs *. Although poverty is no criterion of mor 
ral turpitude, yet as it is generally accompanied with 
real evils, we cannot fufficiently regret, that it ihould 
ever have been the portion of thofe who, by contri- 
buting to the pleafure and inilru£tion of mankind, 

* Salluft. de Diis et Mundo, cap. ix. 
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have endeavoured to tranfmit their names with honour 
to pofterity •• 

Roufieau was of opinion that no man ought ta 
devote himfelf to literature as a profeffion : and, for 
his own part, he chofe rather to be employed in copy- 
ing mufic at the rate of a (hilling per fheet. But 
thofc who regulate their conduct by fuch principles. 
Teem to place the honour and dignity of literature 
upon an imaginary bafis* 

Julia, a Poetical Romance, made its appearance in 
the year 1774. "A poetical romance (he obfcrves^, 
or a poem conducted by letters, is a fpecies of com- 
pofition hitherto unattempted. But the author of 
the following piece would rather reft his claim to 
fuccefs upon the propriety, than the novelty of his 
plan. 



* See a long catalogue of nnfortunate antKors in D' Ifraeirs 
Cvriojities of Literature, voL up. 29. — A writer of acknowledged 
ingenuitjr and learning has too juftly obferved, •• that genius, like 
beauty, may be ruinous to thofe who poiTefs it ; and that literature, 
like virtue, muft fomctimes be its own reward." 

Dy£r*s Diflertation dn Benevolence, chap^ ii. 
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*< Modern life is allowed to want dignity for the 
cpop^c : there are many interefting fubjefts too ex- 
tenfive or too familiar for tragedy ^ and there are 
many (lories too pathetic for profe. To fupply thcfe 
defers, the poetical romance feems well calcu- 
lated f." 

In this quotation a poetical romance is confidered 
as fynonymouj with a poem conducted by letters. 
Between thefe, however, there is no neceflary con- 
neflion. Chaucer's Squierej Tale, though not exhi- 
bited in an epiftolary form, is a poetical romance ; 
and Drayton's Ertgland*s Heroicai EptftleSi though no 
poetical romance, conftitute a metrical work in which 
the various chara£bers introduced cxprefs their fenti- 
ments by means of epiftolary correfpondence. The 
cpiftles of Horace and of Boiieau were never mif- 
taken for romances. This proper diftindl ion being 
eftablilhed, RuiTcll will not be found entitled to the 
honour which he- here feems difpofed to claim. Who 
has not heard of Jmndis de Gau/a, and the other re- 
doubtable knights of the fame order ? Poetical ra* 
mances are to be numbered among the earlieft li- 
+ Preface to ]ulki« 
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terary efforts of modern Europe. From the age of 
Lobeira to that of Spencer, they maintained a very 
high rank in the fcale of public favour f . 

That any incident is too pathetic to be related in 
profe, is a pofition which can by no means be admit- 
ted. - The admirable works of Offian, as tranflated 
iby^Macpher^on, are of them 'elves fufficicnt toefta- 
bliih a very different concIuGon. 

Neither the plan nor the execution of this poetical 
romance can be commended. The Bath Guide of 
Anftey may be perufed with pleafure -, but from a 
ferious compofition, conflrufled, like RuilelFs Juliay 
upon a fomewhat fimilar model, we turn with fenti- 
ments of difguft. For every thing valuable which 
the work contains, he is indebted to the Nouvelie 
Hehife of RoufTeau. The man who challenges a 
comparifon with this writer, muft entertain no 
humble opinion of his own intellectual endowments. 



t spencer's Faery ^wen is to be regarded as a poetical ro- 
mance, rather>^han an epic poem. 
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He w;i8 afterwards engaged in compofing tbp 
Hjftofj of America J which was publiihed in numbers^ 
and completed in 1779. Of all his produ^ions this 
is perhaps entitled to the higheft praife. It was fa- 
vourably received by the publicj acid feenas to have 
laid the foundation of bis fame. That no fecondedl. 
jdon has hitherto appeared, may undoubtedly be attrU 
buted to the admirable manner in which the fame fub- 
jeA has been treated by an author oi eftabli(hed re- 
putation. Had Robertfon's Htftory of America ne- 
ver been written, that of Ruflell would have obtain- 
ed greater popularity. 

In the courfe of the fame year, he alfo publi&ed 
the two firft volumes of his Hiftory of Modern Em- 
rope. The notice which they attracted, exceeded 
fais moft fanguine expediations* 

About this time he was a frequent contributor to 
the various Magazines then in circulation. His oc- 
cafional poems inferted in thcfe publications- would 
form a volume of considerable fize. liis fviends have 
no occafion to regret that the colledion of his poetical 
works, which he had long meditated, never made its 
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appearance : it would have diminifiied rather than In- 
, creafed his reputation. In the eftimate of his own lite- 
rary merits he diflented from the general voice. His 
hiftorical works, which have met with a very favou- 
rable reception, he regarded as greatly inferior to his 
poetical works, which have been totally neglected. 

Goldfmith fometimes declared that his own poeti- 
cal career commenced at too late an sera of Engliih 
literature *. If this obfervation be juft, in reference to 
the time when he wrote, it muft apply more forcibly to 
the poets of a fubfequent period. It muft indeed be 
admitted that the acquifition of fame will be diffi- 
cult in proportion to the number of candidates : but 
poets of real genius wiH always fecure admiration, 
notwithftanding the high reputation of their prede- 
ccffors and contemporaries. — Are we to fuppofe that 
nothing now remains unperformed ? During the 
two laft centuries, the art of Englifli poetry has re- 
ceived many important improvements 5 but it may 
yet be advanced to a ftate of higher perfeftion. If 
any thing remains to do, it may perhaps be done. Let 
K 
• Bofweirs Life of Johnfon, vol. ii, p. 364: 
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W never lik^aipofliimiaageiuiift: we kaov what lias 
been cSc&ti, but caimot fior&tel wbat the f scuhk&Qf 
<n«i may yet eficd. 

Ruflett'$ failttf e la tbe ^tten^ to advance Us tCi. 
putation by meaiw of Inn poetical effufiooa^ did not 
proceed from the latenefs of the period when he li« 
vcdj but frofm intriufic circumftancc». Hiey are 
the productions of a ttmxa who* ficmi admiring a cap* 
fivatiog artj proceeded to mifiioceiiifol imitatioiu 
To the ftudy of poetry he could not be attrafked by 
motives of intereft i ior> in the prcicDt age» theduH* 
eft compiler often receiyes a higher com p rnfa rie ia 
^han the moft i^goiioud poet* With metrical worin 
the venders of literature are liberally fupplied by h^ 
dies and gentlemen who ftand move in aeedof Tep«k 
tation than of money. The adventurous youth wiio 
regards this d^artment of literature as the road Ip 
affluence^ as wdl as «o iami^ will probably have an 
early opportunity of convincing himfrlf that he has 
adopted erxoneous notions. 



c, f«er, cftUtiqpt, «t inaaea tfefere Mofu, 
£t potiuf {^aiides rubicimdmue ooUig« corna ; 
Biiit ad mniara groges^ tt Uc Tt&ale per urbem 
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IffWi tMiti»|M>rt» ; <|ukl ettSm tiki fiftMla rtddlMr* 
Quo tutere famcm ?" 

Calpurniusw 

During the Ibllowiag year bis ft»die$ met witii » 
temporary interruption: he embarked for Jamaica, 
in order to recover fame moQey due to him as the 
heir, of his brother James» who, after a sefidence o£ 
iisveral yeavd» had died in ^t iiland. 

In X7831 he publiflied the Tragic Mttfe^ a poem 
. auldiefied to Mrs Siddoos* By this ftep he probably 
intended to fecure the tfaeattical iotereft of that ad* 
mir^lc a&refs* 

To addrefs mfes to a player has been thought de-^ 
rogatory from the dignity of the literary charaf^er. 
It would be a. crime, fays a periodical writer, to fa^ 
crifice genius on fuch an unintereiling occafion : we 
have more digtiified (ubje^ for the poetic Mufe 
than, an individual whofe excellence is only a da2^ 
zling meteor, and muft be forgotten in a few year» 
^t moft. 

That poets mayJifcover a more dignified fubjeA. 
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for panegyric than the merits of the moft eminent 
a&or^ will not be controverted. It does not, how- 
ever, follow as a neceflary confequence, that thea- 
trical merit (hould never be celebrated. Supreme 
* excellence in any profeflion ought to be refcued from 
oblivion : and the various ingredients which enter 
into the compofition of an accomplifhed a£tor, are 
of po vulgar kind. << Pity it is (exclaims Gibber) 
that the momentary beauties flowing from an har- 
monious elocution, cannot, like thofe of poetry, be 
their own reward ! that the animated graces of the 
player can live no longer than the inftant breath and 
motion that prefents them ; or at beft can but fiaintly 
glimmer through the memory, or imperfeft recollec- 
tion of a few furviving fpe£lators * !** 

When a poet addrefles an afl:or in the language 
of abjed adulatiop, he expofes himfelf to the fevered 
cenfuref 5 but in exhibiting a juft delineation of hiftri- 

• Gibber's Apology for his Life, chap, iv. i 

f In a poem addreffed to Garrick by \V. Whitehead, the foljpw* 
ing vcrfes occur : 

A nation's tafte depends on yon. 
Perhaps a> nation's virtue too« 
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cmic excellence, he renders himfelf obnoxious to ilp 
merited reptdienfion. 

The three volumes which complete the Ht/lgry of 
Modem Murope, ttiiAc their appearance in I784»' 
From his own memorandums, it app^ears that in the- 
compofition of each volume of this work he confum- 
ed about twelve months ; a fpace of time which' 
affords no room for furprifc at his rapidity or tardi- 
nefs of performance. The eleven volumes of Smol- 
lett*s ITtfinry of England were finifhed in fourteen^ 
mondisf : the twelve volumes 6£ Gihhon*9 Hf^ory . 

h it Micdit to detenaim ttftiic^ of Unfe Vom is mift abftrd. 
When Foote conceived the defign of exhibiting on die ftage a ri- 
diculous imitation of the Stratford Jnbilee, he refblved to convert ' 
tiiithyperbblieal eompUAMSRt iMobarler<ttte. *< In tliU mock proottf- 
fipn, a fellow was to be drefied ujv and made as like Mr Garrick • 
as poOible. It was intended that fome ragamuffian in the procef^ -' 
fion Ibould KddfeTs Aoftius in the wtlUknKyws lines af the la«rest, , 

A nation's tifte depends on yott> . 
taliaps a nitt«tV virtue too. 

The reprefenter of Mr Garrick was to make no anrwer» but to cry » 
•^CM^dtdM^dd!" 

Davibs'i Life of Garrick, vol. ii. chap. xlvii»> 

t Andcribn's Ufe of Smollett. 
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of the Roman Empire were the conftant labour ef 
twenty of the beft years of the author's life *• 

Ruflell feems about this time to have been in eafy 
circumftances. During the three following years 
we do not find him engaged in any new literary 
fcheme. He occafionally occupied himfelf in cor- 
rcfting and enlarging the Hifiory of Modern Europe. 

Concerning his focial habits while he continued to 
refide in London^ no fatisfa<flory intelligence has 
been obtained. Like every one who devotes the 
moil precious of his hours to ftudy, he muft have 
been eager in cultivating an intimacy with men ££» 
tinguiflied by their ingenuity and learning. Among • ' 
bis literary acquaintances he numbered Dr Stuart, a 
man whofe genius it would be fuperfluous to praife, 
and whofe frailties it would be painful to expofe : 
though his moral charadier may probably have been 
as odious as a late writer has reprefented it f , yet 
his intclle£tual endowments were fuch as cannot fail 
to extort admiration. To find fo much energy of 

• Gibbon's Memoirs of his I jfe and Writings, 
t Chalmers's Life of Ruddiman, p. 390, 
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mind united to fo much depraTitf^ muft mfpirc u« 
with melancholy refle^lions on the imbecillity of hu- 
man nature. The dreams of pbilofophical empirics 
are not yet realifed : man ftill continues in a ftate far 
removed'from perfe£iion ; 

His knov^Iedge fo confined, 
So vain his widies, and fo weak his mind. 
His foul a bright obrcurfty at beft, 
And rough with tempefts his afBided breaft, 
His life a flower, ere evening fare to fade. 
His higheft joys the fhadow of a (hade. 

JoNfis*8 Palace of Fortune. 

In 1787, he formed a matrinK>niaI conne£lion with 
Mifs Scott ; in whom he found a lady of feminine 
accompli(hmentS| and of a mafculine underftanding. 
She became the partner of his ftudiear and the foother 
of his cares* 

He now fixed his refidence at Elnottyholm^ a farm 
belonging to the Duke of Buccleugh, and fituatcd at 
a fmall diftance from the town of Langholm. If he 
pofleft the (malleft relifli for a rural life, his fitua- 
tion muft have been highly agreeable. His literary 
labours had not been unfuccefsful. He was united 
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to am exoelknt womsm for whom ht had Umg-tntCT" 
tiintd the moft cordial affedton and efteem. They 
tenanted t eommodiou» a&d elegant cottage on tbe 
baaks of the E(k| a river not « unknown in fong."^ 
. The adjacent country afibrdk an infinite rariety of 
romantic fcenesi fuch as a poet might delight to 
feign. It was here that Armlfarong and Mickle be- 
gan to liften to the whifpers of fancy^ and to (tore 
their minds with the images and fendments of ge. 
nuine poetry. He refided in a diftnfl not uopoliflied 
nor iHiterate. The elegant fociety wluch he enjoyed 
at Forge, the refidence of the late James Scott, £fq. 
tmift haire prefented many charms to a man of let- 
ters. He aUb lived in habits of intimacy with feveral 
«f the neighbouring clergy, and with Mr Maxwell of 
Btoomfaolm; the audior of a late £Jay on Tune. 

In 179a, he obtained from the univerfity of St 
Andiew"^ the honorary degree of Doftor of Laws. 
^Diplomas have often been conferred with left difcri- 
mination. 

Encooraged by the favotinUe reception of !ns krit 
|nxbIication» he bad begun to digeft tfae Jjj^tftj vf 
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jthcient Europe f two volumes of which appeared iir 
Ac courfe o£ the following year. In. the compofi-* 
tion of this worfc, hcprofeffes to have been peculiarly 
ftudiotts to found' his hQs on original authorities, 
and to dear the* narration of unimportant^vents. In 
order to render the book more valuable, he- has alfo 
included the revolutions in Afia and Africa ; and 
has thus conftituted it, in fome meafure, a complete 
hiftory of the early ages of the world; 

This work was lefs favourably received : but the 
period was now approaching when to him applaufe 
and cenfiire were to be alike indifferent. A ftrokc 
of the paHy fuddenly terminated his exiftence. He 
died in the forty- fcventh year of his age, and wars 
interred in Wefterkirk church-yard. 

His widow continues to reMt at Knottyholm. 
She has always been highly rcfpefted by the circle 
of her acquaintance. His daughter is a promifing 
girl of about twelve years of age. 

The Ht/lory of Ancient Europe was left in an unfl- 
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niflicd ftate« During the la(t year of Us life, the 
coodu£l of thofe whom,, in the fimplicity of his 
heart, he regarded a$ men of integrity and honour, 
had almoft entirely interriipted the courfe of his 
ftttdies. Certain bookfeUers had not fcrupled. to 
publiih a new. edition of one of his works,, although 
the copy-r^ht had already reverted to the author* 
They trufled, no doubt, that in his diftant retreat he 
would ftill x^nttnue ignorant of their proceedings) 
and that their fuperior opulence would fecure them 
from the danger of legal reparation. The found of 
their many friendly profe{fions had lulled caution a- 
fleep '9 and he at length became the dupe of his own 
generous, and unfufpefting difpofiticun As he himfelf 
was incapable of fraud or deceit, he was not apt to 
guard againft thofe abhorred qualities in others. At 
though he had inveftigated the general principles of 
human, nature, yet his total feclufion from a£iivelife 
fuffi^-ed him to remain, almoft entirely unacquainted 
with the habits and propenfities of mankind, asthefe 
difplay themfelves in the lefs brilliant departments of 
civil fociety. He was therefore utterly unptepared to 
maintain his rights againft the concealed or open at- 
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tempts of thofe deteftable Harpies who have always 
continued to infeft the defencelcfs votaries of litera- 
ture. 

As we are not placed in our prefent ftate of ex- 
iflence, in order to delight our imagination with 
airy vifions, or our underftanding with unavailing 
fpeculations, it ought to be the firft objeft of eve- 
ry individual, to render himfelf competent for dif- 
charging the indifpenfible duties of common life. 
The poet and the philofopher muft fometimes de- 
fcend from thofe elevations which place them above 
the level of humanity. It behoves them frequently 
to withdraw their mind from contemplating the 
bright exemplars of perfe£Hon, and to fix their reluc 
tant attention upon objcfts of a lefs fublime nature. 
They muft not turn a deaf ear to the calls of con- 
fanguinity or friendihip, and tranfport themfelves to 
a world of their own creation-. 

Dr Ruffell was a man of indefatigable induftry. 
Before he had perfeaed one fcheme, another always 
prefented itfelf to his mind. Befides two complete 
tragedies, entitled Pyrrhus2.vi^Zenohia, he left behind 

L 
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Um an jinalyfu of Bryanfs Mythology j and the fM* 
lowing unfiaiihed ptodu^Hons : 

I. The Earl of Strafford, a tragedy. 
. 2. Modem Li£e, a comedy. 
3. The Love Marriage, an opera. 
4* Human Happinefs, a poem intended to hare been 
comprifed in four bcwks. 

5. A Hiftorical and Philofoplucal View of the Pro^ 

greCs of Mankind in the Knowledge of the 
Terraqueous Globe. 

6. The Hiftory of Modem Europe, part III. from 

the peace of Paris in 1763,. to the general pa- 
cification in 1783, including an Account of the 
American War, and of the European Tranf- 
a£bions in the Eaft^Indies. In a ferics of let- 
ters from a nobleman to his fon. 

7. The Hiftory of England from the beginning of 

the reign of George III. to the conclufion of 
the American War. 

In the compofition of the laft of thefe works he 
was engaged at the time of his death. It was to be 
comprifed in three volumes o^vo j for rfie copy- 
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rl^t of winch Mr Cadell had ftipulated to pay 
fcven hundred and fifty pounds. 

He probably intended to combine his general hi- 
ftories 'm fuch a manner as to form a complete view 
of the moil remarkable tranfadlions of mankind in 
the four grand divifions of the globe. The proper 
execution of fuch a proje£l would require a longer 
term of years than the life of man now affords. 
Sir Walter Raleigh likewife formed the plan of a 
complete Hi/lofy (fthi Worlds and the part which he 
has finiihed manifefts his vaft comprehenfioa of 
mind. But this is a fcheme which could only have 
been brought to perfeftion by one. of the anceftors 
of Noah. 



To enter into a minute examination of the merit 
cf his various productions, would be a talk produdivc 
of little advantageor entertainment. On the Hiftory of 
America general commendation has already been 
bellowed. The Hiftory of Modern Europe is a judi- 
cious and interefting epitome : and to it he is chiefly 
La 
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indebted for the rank which he now maintains in the 
republic of letters. 

«« If the prefent age (fays Dr Stuart) cannot boaft 
of many difcoveries^ it has at lead a right to value itfelf 
on its improvements. All the fciences have been 
unfolded with a degree of perfpicuity and elegance 
unknown to any other xra ; and every fpecies of 
compofition has received the laft fiiniihing of tafte. 
This remark is particularly applicable to hiftorical 
produftions. Modern hiftory, now fo animated and 
interefting, was little better than a barren chronicle, 
or an indigcftcd mafs of materials rudely thrown to- 
gether 

<' To thefe obfexvations we were naturally led by 
the perufal of the work before us ; in which the au- 
thor has combined great hiftorical accuracy, with a 
beautiful arrangement, and a happy feledlion of inci- 
dents. He endeavours to unite the vivacity of Vol- 
taire, with the philofophical fpirit of Monte fquieu, 
and the political fagacity of Bolingbroke. While 
he impregnates his narrative with ftriking fenti- 
ments and lively anecdotes^ he enlightens the mind 
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of the reader by ingenious remarks on the principles 
of governments or the fcienoe of human nature *." 

If his Hiftory of Ancient Europe has obtained much 
lefs popularity, it ought to be remembered that this 
work labours under all the difadvantages of an inter- 
rupted plan. The two volumes which he completed, 
contain a detail of Grecian affairs from the earlieft 
dawn of hiftorical record to the commencement 
of the Peloponefian war. The hiftoiy of Greece 
has been exhibited in fuch a variety of lights by 
Stanyan, Goldfmitb, Gaft, Mitford, Robertfon, and 
Gillies, that it will be extremely difficult for an au- 
thor who attempts the fame fubjeft, however in^ 
terefting it may be deemed^ to attract any unufual 
{hare of public attention. 

Ruflell was a felf-taught fcholar who, by un- 
weared application, had acquired a confiderable fund 
of general knowledge. The extent of his acquaint- 
ance with ancient literature will be found to exceed 

• European Magazine, vol, ii, p. 278. 

L3 
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expedation i and he appears to have been tolerably 
fkilled in feveral modern languages. What he him- 
felf knew, he pofleft ^he faculty of communicating 
in an agreeable manner. 

Though he cannot be pronounced a profound 
and original writer,^ yet his merit as a general 
hiflorian fufficiently entitles him to that {hare of at« 
tention which he has here received. This unadorned 
narrative may excite no unpleafing fenfations in 
the breaft of fome ingenuous youth whom for- 
tune has mifplaced in the humbleft vale of life. By 
drawing his reflexions to the probable refult of 
ftrenuous and well-direGed exertion, it may perhaps 
tend to infpire him with the laudable ambition of 
excellence. 
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Wo worth the wicht that is not piteous, 
Quhair the tiefpaflbur penitent thay fe. 

Douglas's Pal ice of Honour. 

While the preceding pages were in the hand^ of 
the printer, it was reprefented to the author that the 
information which he had obtained concerning Fer- 
guflbn's expulfion from the univerfity was not en- 
titled to any degree of credit. The confidence of 
this aflertion excited farther inquiry ; and the re- 
fult is, that his original intelligence was partly au- 
thentic and partly erroneous. Ferguffon, on account 
of fome breach of academical rules, was formally ex- 
pelled from the uniYeriity of St Andrew's ; but in 
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the fpace of a few days he was again admitted to all 
the privileges which he had formerly enjoyed. The 
latter of thefc circumftances had unfortunately ef- 
caped the recolle£kion of the perfon upon whofe au- 
thority the anecdote has been related, i 

For the correftion of this ftatement I am indebted 
to the politenefs of a gentleman whofe charaSer, 
either moral or literary, will always be mentioned in 
terms of the higheft refpeft. He was the fellow- 
ftudent of Ferguflbn, and confequently muft have 
pofleft every opportunity of procuring the moft au- 
thentic information. 

In fpeaking of thofe individuals who have diftin- 
guiflied thcmfelves both as lawyers and as poets, I 
have, by ftrange inadvertency, omitted the illuftrious 
name of Grotius. 

To avoid faults is a work of greater difficulty 
than to expofe them when committed. Thefe and 
fimilar inftances of precipitancy or ignorance, every 
one who refle£ls on the nature of his own mind will, 
without much hcfitatioix, be induced to pardon. 
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While they cxercife the forbeaiancc of the reader^ 
they may afibrd a very falutary lefTon to the writer. 
Notwithftanding his feverity in criticizing the com- 
pofitions of others, his own Hand in need of ercry 
poilible indulgence. 




J. FiLLANS t^ Sons, Printertf North College' Street* 
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SCOTLAND'S &CAITH, 

OR 

The Hiftorjr of Will and Jeaw, owrc true a Tak ! 

Togetlier with 

THE JV^ES O' JTARi 
Or, The Uplhot o' Ae Hiftory c/ Will and Jean. 

By Heftor M*Ncill, Efq. A new edition, embcfliflicd 

with engravings. 8vo. price 2S. 6A.feHv€d, 

Of thefe beautiful Poems, no fewer than TiN 

Thousand Copies have been fold within the fpace 

of fix months. 



THE LINKS O' FORTH; 
Or, A Parting Peep o' Ae Carfe o' Stirling, a Poem. 
By Hedor McNeill, Efq. 8^o. Price is. 6dL.fewed. 



MEMOIRS of the LIFE and TRAVELS of the 
late Charles Macpher&on^ Efq. in ASIA, A- 
FRICA, and AMERICA, illuftrative of Manners, 
Cuftom, and Chara£ter. 1 2mo. Price 3s. in boards. 
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And will be Publijbed in March iSoi^ 

THE COMPLATNT 

OF 

SCOTLAND, 

Reprinting verbatim from Mr Paton's Copy of this 
uncommonly rare Book, and almoft firft known Spe- 
cimen of Claffical Scotilh Profe. Illuilrating the 
Manners and Sentiments of the Scots Nation, about 
the middle of the 1 6th century. With a Prefatory 
Dijfertation and a Glojfary. 



SCOTISH POEMS 

^ OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURT. 

Including an Accurate Reprint of the compen- 
dious Bpoke of Godly and Spirituall Songs ; Lady 
Scotland's Lamentation; and feveral curious and 
valuable Pieces not hitherto printed. 



SELIM AND ZAIDA, 

With other Poems. 
EmbcUifhed with Engravings. 
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